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FOREWORD 


praise belongs to the One who 
says in His Book, “And whosoever 
fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make a way for him to 
get out of every difficulty. And He will 
provide him from sources he could 
never imagine. And whosoever puts 
his trust in Allah, He will suffice 
him. Verily, Allah will accomplish 
his purpose. Indeed, Allah has set 
a measure for all things.” All praise 
belongs to Allah Who fulfilled His 
promise, helped His servants, gave 
strength to His army, and defeated 
the armies of the disbelievers by 
His might alone. Praise be to Allah 
Who promised victory to those who 
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Jihad in His 
Way and fulfilled 
His promise of empowering them. 
We owe Him immense gratitude for 
filling the hearts of the believers with 
serenity and faith and for blessing 
His servants, the Mujahideen, with 
His mercy for over two decades. 
“And on that day the believers will 
rejoice (at the victory) with the help 
of Allah... He helps whom He wills, 
and He is the Almighty, the Most 
Merciful. It is a promise of Allah, and 
Allah fails not in His promise, but 
most people do not know.” 

May peace and blessings of Allah be 
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valiant 
leadership of 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 
the persevering Mujahid Afghan 
nation and our sincere’ Islamic 
Ummah. We wish to congratulate 
you on this most auspicious 
occasion: the withdrawal of all 
Crusader forces from Afghanistan 
and the purification of the Muslim 
land of Afghanistan from the filth 
of the Crusaders. It is undoubtedly 
a most historic moment that is 
equally a gift and sign from Allah, a 
day that we had long waited for with 
certainty and great anticipation. 


We had never entertained any 
doubt that the sacred Jihad of the 
Islamic Ummah will culminate in the 
victory that we have all witnessed in 
Afghanistan. This, we believe, was 
a Divine promise, the fulfillment of 
which was only a matter of time. 
On this auspicious occasion, we 
wish to congratulate the honorable 
Leader of the Believers, the teacher 
of tafseer and hadeeth, Maulavi 
Mujahid Hibatullah Akhundzada 
(may Allah protect him) and his 
deputies and brothers who taught 
the international forces of evil a 
lesson they shall never forget. God 
Willing, the forces of disbelief will not 
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repeat the same mistake of invading 
and occupying Muslim lands again. 
The gist of the lesson that the 
Islamic Emirate’s experience has to 
offer is that core Islamic principles- 
specifically the idea of Jihad- are 
deeply grounded in Muslim psyche 
and can be seen at work in the 
Islamic world’s struggle against 
Western hegemony and oppression. 
We wish to convey our sincere 
congratulations to the Afghan 
Muslim nation for attaining a hard- 
earned independence after twenty 
years marked by blood, tears and 
patience in the face of immense 
suffering. Congratulations are 
equally due to the Muslim Ummah 
which supported and backed this 
Jinad with unwavering moral and 
material support. We pray to Allah, 
the Most Merciful, that He fulfills the 
aspirations of the Afghan nation. 
May Allah help the leadership of the 
Islamic Emirate establish the system 
of the Shariah, govern by His Book 
and the teachings of the Messenger, 
and give the Afghan nation the 
rights due to them. May Allah guide 
the Islamic Emirate to deal with the 
entire Afghan nation with mercy 
and kindness, establish justice 
within Afghan society and ensure 
that the masses are guaranteed an 
honorable and decent life under the 
Shade of the Shariah. 

On this historic occasion, we would 
like to honor the memory of all 
those who lit the flame of freedom, 
led the way with their tremendous 


sacrifices and helped the Ummah 
attain this stunning victory. We 
would like to express our deep love 
and utmost respect for all those 
who offered sustained support and 
help to the honorable Afghan nation 
and the Islamic Emirate in their 
noble Jihad. The honorable people 
of Pakistan deserve special mention 
in this context, specifically the 
faithful in Punjab and the frontier 
tribal regions- from Chitral, Bajaur, 
Swat and Khyber in the North 
(bordering Kunar and Jalalabad) to 
Waziristan and Baluchistan in the 
South (adjacent to Khost, Paktika, 
Qandahar, Helmand and Nimroz). 
Thousands of God-fearing, pious and 
noble people worked in obscurity for 
years, took great risks, and offered 
extraordinary sacrifices for the 
realization of this remarkable feat. 
And it is in great part due to their 
unflinching Support that stood the 
test of time that the Mujahideen 
were able to prevail over the forces 
of disbelief. 

We have not forgotten and shall 
never forget the emigrants who 
answered the call of Allah and His 
Messenger when their brethren in 
faith in Afghanistan called upon them 
for help and assistance. Arriving 
from different corners of the world, 
they offered their souls and wealth 
for this cause, in the hope to attain 
what Allah has in store as reward on 
the Day of Judgment. The entire land 
of Afghanistan bears witness to their 
martyrdom operations and _ their 
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faith-inspired sacrifices. Thousands 
of graves across Afghanistan are a 
witness to the fact that the Muslim 
youth did not betray the cause of this 
sacred Jihad. The pure blood that was 
shed on Afghan soil is a testimony to 
the profitable trade they engaged in 
with their Lord. We pray to Allah to 
accept their sacrifices, reward them 
for their Jihad on the Day that they 
meet Him and recompense them 
with His Paradise in the Hereafter. 

The efforts of the scholars and 
students of Islamic sciences equally 
deserve recognition in this respect. 
Sincere God-fearing scholars, callers 
to Allah, writers and learned people 
all played a critical role in rallying 
support for this noble cause. To 
them we say: May Allah support you 
just as you supported your brothers 
in faith. May Allah bless your 
hands that held the weapon in the 
battlefield and the pen in the field 
of media and Dawah. Your articles, 
statements, decrees- from the very 
beginning of the invasion to the day 
that the Afghan soil was cleansed 
of the Crusaders- played a valuable 
role in helping the Ummah reach 
this stage. Your efforts are a witness 
to your commitment and sincerity 
and to the fact that throughout 
these years there was no dearth of 
support and encouragement from 
you for the Mujahideen. We value 
your efforts and hold you in great 
esteem. And even if we were to differ 
in Our Opinions at time, you are one 
of us and we are one of you; in fact, 


we are for you. So have faith in our 
unbound love for you; a love that 
springs from the common bond of 
faith. May Allah grant you success! 
May Allah protect you and guide you 
every step of the way. May we all 
rejoice together on coming victories 
in other parts of the Islamic World, 
Ameen! 

We have a humble piece of advice 
to offer to the honorable Imams of 
the Jihad in the Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan. Allah has entrusted you 
with power and authority. Above all, 
He has honored you with the heritage 
of prophethood (i.e. wisdom and 
knowledge of the Islamic Shariah). 
So may Allah see in you a befitting 
example of humility and mercy 
towards His servants. May Allah 
help you establish the Shariah and 
govern the affairs of the people in 
line with Shariah-based policies. We 
have no doubt that you are worthy 
and truly capable of shouldering this 
grave responsibility. So repose your 
trust in Allah, seek guidance from 
the collective wisdom of the great 
Imams of the recognized schools of 
Islamic law- especially in the field of 
Shariah politics- so that an Islamic 
political system is established in 
accordance with the prevailing 
school of Islamic law in Afghanistan. 
Have faith in Allah and pray for His 
guidance and mercy so that He 
opens for you the doors of ljtihad 
in the figh of the establishment and 
management of a contemporary 
Islamic political system. 


if 


Today, more than ever before, you 
are in need of the help and guidance 
from Allah in the field of research 
and Shariah-based ljtihad in this 
critical field. So may Allah be your 
Guide and Helper in governance just 
as He was your Guide and Helper in 
the battlefield. May Allah help you 
become a role-model for Muslims 
and for the rest of the world. We 
pray to Allah that the Islamic Emirate 
becomes a living testimony to the 
resilience of Islam, the originality 
of its heritage and civilization and 
the ability of the Islamic nation to 
build a contemporary, dynamic, self- 
sustaining and independent Islamic 
state that is able to cope with the 
challenges of the modern age. 

In this respect, we would strongly 
encourage those who have been 
burdened with the responsibility of 
administering the affairs of Muslims 
in the beloved land of Afghanistan 
ido} 

1. Build a strong, Islamic, Jihad- 
oriented army for the _ Islamic 
Emirate; a versatile and dynamic 
military force that excels in all fields 
and whose rank and file are strong 
in their faith and commitment to the 
Islamic cause. One of the blessings 
of Allah is that He has blessed the 
army of the Islamic Emirate with 
abundant supplies of weapons and 
arsenal left behind by the Western 
Crusader forces. This arsenal should 
undoubtedly help in defending the 
Islamic land of Afghanistan and 
building a strong military force the 


presence of which, God-Willing, 
would be felt in the region in the 
future. 

2. Build a modern, dynamic 
educational system that is capable 
of producing efficient specialized 
cadres from all segments of the 
Afghan society in diverse fields, 
including Islamic sciences, medicine, 
and engineering. 

3. Build a resilient self-sustaining 
economic system based on Islamic 
principles; a system that is usury- 
free, fights all forms of interest- 
based exploitative transactions and 
invests the resources and mineral 
wealth of Afghanistan in line with 
Islamic economic principles. It is 
through the wise exploitation of 
Afghanistan’s resources that the 
Islamic Emirate should be able 
to provide the people with their 
economic rights and revive the duty 
of Zakat (compulsory alms). We pray 
to Allah that wise economic policies 
are put in place so as to ensure 
Stability and economic security in 
Afghanistan and encourage Afghans 
abroad to return and help rebuild 
their country. We pray to Allah- the 
Ultimate Sustainer- that under the 
rule of the Islamic Emirate poverty, 
hungerand destitution are eradicated 
across the entire spectrum of Afghan 
society. 

We would like to avail this opportunity 
to offer a short piece of advice to 
our brothers who, even after seeing 
the living miracle that Afghanistan 
and the Islamic Emirate represent, 
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still believe in democracy as the 
appropriate method of empowering 
Islam. You have never achieved 
anything by pinning your hopes on 
democracy and neither will you 
achieve anything meaningful in the 
future by sticking to the same futile 
course. The one and only successful 
way to empower Islam is by the 
bullet, not the ballet. Itis only through 
fulfilling the duty of Jihad in the Way 
of Allah- a Jihad that is strictly in 
accordance with the teachings and 
laws of the Shariah- that establishing 
an Islamic government is practically 
possible. 

The experiment of the Islamic 
Emirate has plenty of lessons to 
offer in this regard to all Islamic 
movements across the world. 
The Emirate, with its judicious 
use of military force, its Shariah- 
compliant level-headed politics, and 
its relentless perseverance on the 
path of Jihad has attained power 
in Afghanistan. It is interesting to 
note that the transfer of power that 
occurred in Kabul and other parts 
of Afghanistan was more peaceful 
than anything the proponents of 
peacefulness and the followers of 
‘the school of the first son of Adam’ 
could hope for. This is a sincere and 
loving advice for some to critically 
review their democratic experiences 
and seriously reconsider — their 
concepts about ‘power-sharing’, 
‘magnanimity’, and ‘justice’. There 
is still time for course correction, 
both in the intellectual sohere and 


in the field of political activism. We 
truly hope that the Ummah can come 
together and unite on the way of its 
predecessors for whom Jihad was a 
way of life. 

To conclude, after the return of the 
beloved land of Afghanistan to the 
merciful shade of Islam, we would 
like to reassure the Islamic Ummah 
that even though attacks directed 
at the bastion of Zionism- America- 
have for now ceased from the soil 
of Afghanistan, this blessed Jihad 
againsttheEmpireof Evil willcontinue 
from other parts of the world. Allah 
has promised us his favors and 
bounty, and we shall continue to 
persevere in our efforts from the 
battlefields in different parts of the 
Islamic world, specifically lands that 
are under attack from the Crusader 
enemy. With our trust firmly reposed 
in Allah, our quest for justice shall 
continue. We will continue to hunt 
down America and its allies until 
they desist from interference in 
the affairs of the Islamic World and 
end their oppression of Muslims 
across the globe. Our decades- 
old program of weakening Western 
Crusader hegemony over the Islamic 
World and breaking the enemy’s 
will to fight until all Islamic lands 
are liberated- just as Kabul was 
liberated- shall continue unabated. 
Our priorities in this regard remain 
unchanged: the purification of the 
Holy Land of Palestine from Zionist 
filth, the liberation of all Muslim 
prisoners- from Guantanamo to 
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those languishing behind bars in the - 

authoritarian systems imposed by 

the West across the Muslim World- 

and pushing America back behind 

the seas and oceans until it learns , - ie 
to mind its own business and stops 
meddling in the affairs of the Muslim 
World. The Afghan experience should 
suffice as a lesson for the West that 
the Muslim World has zero-tolerance 
for all shades of interference and 
that the West would be far better off 
if it puts its own house in order and 
maintains a hands-off policy vis-a- 
vis the Islamic World. 

Lastly, we promise our Islamic 
Ummah that it will see the same 
lessons learned in Afghanistan 
being applied in all the theatres 
of Jihad across Muslim lands: a 
sincere commitment’ to jihad, 
strict adherence to the principles 
of the Shariah, and a preference 
for granting general clemency and 
showing mercy to people after 
attaining power, for we consider 
ourselves humble students of the 
school of the Imam, the Mujahid, the 
legendary Leader of the Believers, 
Mullah Muhammad Umar, may Allah 
have infinite mercy on his pure soul. 
And our last prayer is that all praise 
belongs to the Lord of the Worlds. Hf 
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he Almighty, the All-Powerful says, “Do you wait for us anything except 

one of the two best things (martyrdom or victory); while we await for you 
either that Allah will afflict you with a punishment from Himself or at our 
hands. So wait, we too are waiting with you.” 
In the previous parts of this series, ‘America Burns’, we had discussed 
America’s imminent collapse. All praise belongs to Allah, for today we are 
even more optimistic about the prospects of America’s decline. No one had 
expected that America would nosedive, with such stunning speed, into the 
pit that it finds itself in today. By the grace of Allah, the empire of evil is 
experiencing an across-the-board failure. 
Since we are living in the age of Tik-Tok and Facebook, and those who read 
or write- even if it’s a two-liner tweet- have become a rapidly shrinking 
minority, we can only briefly overview here the free fall of the pharaoh of 


this age, the US. 


A DECISIVE DEFEAT: 

We praise Allah who fulfilled His 
promise, gave victory to His slave, 
and defeated the allies with His 
might alone. We praise Him for 
demonstrating His infinite power 
in the defeat of America and her 
allies in Afghanistan. Allah, Glory be 
to Him alone, has empowered His 
humble slaves in Afghanistan, the 
Mujahideen of the Islamic Emirate, 
and has honoured the defiant 
Afghan nation with a historic victory. 
Elsewhere, on other fronts, Allah has 
helped the Mujahideen maintain a 
strong momentum against America 
and her local allies. We are blessed 
to live in an age in which we may 
witness the fortresses of disbelief 
and the pillars of tyranny crumble 
before our eyes. 

Biden, given the loser that he is, 
had deceitfully promised his people 


that America’s withdrawal from 
Afghanistan will not be a repeat of 
its humiliation in Vietnam. 


own plans. America’s hasty retreat 
from Afghanistan was aired live 
across the globe and it turned out 
to be an ultimate fiasco; its Saigon 
moment in Kabul an embarrassing 
replay of Vietnam, if not worse. May 
Allah have mercy on Mullah Omar 
and grant him the highest possible 
status in the Hereafter! Exactly 
twenty years back, faced with wild 
threats and relentless blackmailing 
from the West, this humble believer 
in God eloquently summed up the 
events of the next two decades in 
the most powerful and awe-inspiring 
two-liner ever recorded in history: 
“Allah has promised us victory and 
Bush has promised us defeat. We 
shall see which of the two promises 
is fulfilled!” 

What made America’s humiliation 
in Afghanistan even more intense 
was that a tiny statelet- difficult to 
pinpoint on a map without the aid of 
a powerful microscope- came to the 
rescue of the sole ‘Superpower’, its 
NATO allies, and an army of spies that 
suddenly hadnowheretocallhome. In 
a historic first, even after a complete 
withdrawal from the warzone, the 
most ‘powerful’ army on the planet 
continues to suffer daily casualties 
in its ranks. With record levels of 
Suicide in the veteran community, 
the psychological wounds _ of 
engaging in a criminal enterprise for 
twenty years will continue to haunt 
America. Strangely enough, the side 
that bore the brunt of this brutality, 


did not register even a single case 
of suicide in two decades! And this 
is even more stunning given the 
Sheer scale of sacrifices offered and 
the hardships endured by the men, 
women and children who patiently 
engaged in this struggle. 

May Allah have mercy on Shaykh 
Osama bin Laden! His words still 
echo in our years, “Russian generals- 
who had been worn down by the 
war in Afghanistan- had prophesized 
for you the result of this war even 
before it had begun. You, however, 
do not seem to appreciate sincere 
advice. This is a war financed by 
debt; the soldiers you have shoved 
into this hell are psychologically 
broken and commit suicides on a 
daily basis. God Willing, for you this 
war Shall prove to be a lost cause. 
The two doctors, Bush and Cheney, 
had prescribed war as a treatment 
for the injury you suffered on the 
llth of September. The medicine 
prescribed by them turned out to 
be more bitter and painful than the 
injury itself. The debts incurred as a 
result of this war may result in the 
financial collapse of your economic 
system. It is wisely said: The disease 
is at times better than the medicine 
prescribed for its treatment. As for 
us, we have nothing to lose. We 
Carry Our weapons on our shoulders. 
We have been fighting the two poles 
of evil in the East and the West for 
over thirty years. Yet, by the Grace of 
God, not a single case of suicide has 
been registered in our ranks in three 
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decades, in spite of all the intense 
international manhunts. This should 
suffice as evidence of the soundness 
of our beliefs and the justness of our 
cause. God Willing, we shall continue 
our journey for the liberation of our 
lands. Our weapon is patience. It is 
from Allah that we seek victory. And 
remember this: We shall never give 
up our claim to al Aqsa (Jerusalem 
and its holy sites). For us, Al Aqsa 
comes before our own souls. So 
prolong this war for as long as you 
wish; we will never compromise on 
Al Aqsa. 

What harm can a long war do to me 
I’m still young; only two years of my life 
have passed 

For this my mother gave birth to me...” 
May Allah bless the soul of Shaykh 
Osama with His infinite mercy! Kabul 
has been liberated, just as he had 
predicted, and we have no doubt that 
it is only a matter of time before Al 
Aqsa, Makkah, Madinah, Mogadishu, 
San’aa, Islamabad, Delhi and other 
Islamic lands are also liberated. 


DEMOCRACY ON ITS DEATHBED: 


As for democracy, we will let its 
advocates write its eulogy. Our 
opinion about democracy is well 
known. Authoritative scholars 
and the leaders of the Jihad have 
extensively written on this topic. To 
sum it up, democracy- as an idea and 
a system- iS opposed to the Shariah 
and the revealed texts. The path of 
democracy only leads to political 
failure _in this world and loss in the 


Hereafter. The loser, Biden, says, 
“Our democracy is fragile”. He is 
also reported to have said that the 
threats facing American democracy 
are extremely grave. If the world’s 
strongest democracy is unable to 
internally protect its system from 
a fringe element led by an ex- 
President who fails to acknowledge 
the legitimacy of Biden’s victory in 
the elections, how will it stand up 
to external threats? What else is 


systemic failure and incompetence 
if a democracy that has been around 
for two centuries is still unable to 
grant a significant segment of its 
own populace the right to vote? The 
President of this fragile democracy 
makes a show of fighting for the 
rights of the disenfranchised. His 
own supporters, however, seem to 
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be unimpressed by his theatrics and 
have lately started boycotting his 
gatherings, aswasthecaseinAtlanta, 
Georgia, not so long ago. Voting 
rights groups in Georgia boycotted 
Biden’s speech, demanding: “We 
need action, not photo ops. We need 
action.” 

As for the spiritual father of 
contemporary American democracy- 


Ehe New York Eimes 


—a Jimmy Carter: 1 Fear for Ome, 
“Our great nation now teeters on the brink of 
a widening abyss. Without immediate action, 
we are at genuine risk of civil conflict and 

losing our precious democracy. Americans 


ae eee 


| 


97 years old Jimmy Carter- this is 
what he had to say from his deathbed 
about the state of the American 
democracy: “Our great nation now 


tweeters on the brink of a widening 
abyss. We are at genuine risk of 
civil conflict and losing our precious 
democracy...” 

We would like to console Carter and 


reassure him that he is right on spot 
and his fears are not unfounded. 
The Civil War started on Jan 6 when 
the American Hitler- Donald Trump- 
ordered his racist militias to attack 
and occupy the fortress of your 
democracy in Washington. 

Trump continues to threaten even 
more violence. Addressing his 
supporters in one of his rallies, he 
described his opponents as ‘fascists’, 
‘extremists’ and ‘racists’, threatening 
that if they made any ‘mistake’- i.e. 
carried out legal action against him- 
he would bring his supporters to the 
streets in Washington, New York and 
the rest of the country. He described 
the elections as being rigged and 
the system as corrupt. 

Biden, Carter’s friend in the 
Democratic Party, didn’t fare any 
better than the American Hitler. He 
said that the mid-term elections in 
2022 will not be legitimate if serious 
reforms are not carried out. And 
who would guarantee the legitimacy 
of these elections if the head of 
the executive branch himself casts 
doubts on the transparency of the 
electoral process? It is interesting to 
note that two-thirds of Republican 
voters consider Biden’s presidency 
unlawful and threaten that they 
would simply reject the results of the 
upcoming elections if their candidate 
does not win. A significant portion 
of Trump’s supporters believe that 
they have the right to use weapons 
to demonstrate if the results of the 
elections are not in their favour! 
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Imagine an assault on Capitol Hill 
by protestors wielding automatic 
weapons and explosives! This for 
sure would be far more interesting 
than January 6. 

As for America’s efforts to promote 
democracy abroad, it is funny that 
among the participants of the summit 
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on democracy that Biden arranged 
via video link were Irag and India! Iraq 
in the hand of militia leaders tops the 
list of the most corrupt countries in 
the world, while India is shamelessly 
engaged in the systematic genocide 
of 200 million of its own citizens 
because they happen to be Muslims 
in a Hindu-dominated state. As for 
America’s favorite democracy, it 
is none other than its pampered 
foster child, Israel, which was lately 
accused by Amnesty International 
of imposing a system of apartheid 
on the Palestinian population. What 
makes things even more interesting 
in the global democratic landscape 
is that the first year of Biden’s rule 


has seen an unprecedented number 
of military coups across the world: 
Myanmar, Mali, Tunisia, Sudan, 
Burkina Faso, Guinea and the list 
goes on... It shouldn’t come as a 
Surprise if Trump and his favorite 
general, Michael Flynn- former 
National Security Advisor- succeed 
in carrying out a coup d’état in 
America. We wish them good luck, 
to say the least. 

And let us not forget that the 
biggest setback suffered by the 
so-called democratic world was in 
Afghanistan. The most powerful 
military alliance- NATO- that was 
formed as a military bulwark to 
defend European democracies 
against an anti-democratic 
communist order- was humiliated 
and expelled from Afghanistan. 
An analyst eloquently described 
the comic tragedy of America and 
NATO’s defeat in Afghanistan in 
the following words: If you ever 
feel yourself worthless, consider 
this: America and NATO spent 
twenty years, trillions of dollars and 


thousands of American and European | 


lives to replace the Taliban with the 
Taliban! We are hopeful that much 
like the collapse of the Communist 
order after Russia’s withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, the humiliating defeat 
suffered by the US in Afghanistan 
will send the Western democratic 
domino into a spiral of unstoppable 
collapse. 

Given these ground realities, the 
insistence by a certain segment that 
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unfortunately claims allegiancetothe 
Islamic cause on democracy being 
the way forward is incomprehensible 
to say the least! These people have 
no qualms entering into an alliance 
with atheists and secularists- often 
at the expense of those who support 
the Shariah - to defend ‘democracy’. 
If given a chance, they would strike 
a deal with the devil himself to 
return to the parliament and get 
a few ministries in apostate-led 
governments. Ghanoushi, Bin Kiran, 
Burhami and the leaders of their 
respective parties continue to fool 
themselves and their followers by 
following the same failed course. 
As for the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Egypt, | believe that a large majority 
of its followers have benefitted 
from their bitter experiences and 
have developed an appreciation of 
the correct methods to bring about 
change and lead their nation out of 
the darkness and hopelessness that 
it is immersed in. We encourage 
them to reflect on and benefit from 
the__experience__of their 
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brothers in Afghanistan and make a 
course correction in line with advice 
offered by the Imam, the martyr, 
Hassan al Banna in his last will which 
sums up his experience: ‘The Battle 
of the Holy Book: Where is the rule 
of Allah?’ (Ma’rikatil Mushaf... Ayna 
Hukmullah). 


RESOUNDING FAILURE IN CONTAINING 
THE PANDEMIC: 


Corona, the hidden soldier of God, 
continues to consume the decaying 
body of the Western World. There 
seems to be no respite on the 
horizon from the endless misery and 
devastation that Corona has brought 
with it. New mutations, the latest 
being Omicron, overtake and eclipse 
any attempts to come up with a 
vaccine that can halt the death march 
of this deadly menace. This year, 
the timing of the Omicron pandemic 
couldn’t have been better. It relieved 
the world from the filth, debauchery 
and moral corruption that comes with 
New Year celebrations and spoiled 
the hedonism that takes place in the 
garb of New Year tourism. 


‘In Biden’s America, Corona has taken 


its heaviest toll yet. The number 
of dead has crossed a million since 
Biden took over and this is double 
the death toll under Trump. The 
number of victims has_ rapidly 


pa Multiplied, in spite of the vaccination 


program that was initiated by Trump. 
The website of the Department of 


sees Health was down during the peak of 


the Omicron pandemic. The Biden 
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administration failed to cater for 
masks and vaccines. Biden’s failure 
is even more grim since he had made 
the fight against Corona a central 
pillar of his election campaign. 

Inthe run up to the election, the CNN- 
led liberal media, in its attempt to 
influence public opinion, completely 
blew out of proportion the impact 
of the epidemic. In fact, during the 
elections, CNN had dedicated part of 
its screen to showing the latest toll 
of the virus. Since Biden assumed 
power, there is little mention of 
Corona in the liberal media. The 
figures that are mentioned are 
deliberately distorted and instead of 
revealing the true toll of the virus, 
they only reveal the percentage 
increase in the spread of the virus 
and the daily death count. These 
figures are highly deceptive and the 
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manipulation is almost disgraceful. 
For example, recent CNN coverage 
of the virus mentions percentage 
increase and a daily death count 


of around 2000 deaths per day, 
whereas the reality is that the total 
number of deaths have crossed a 
million. During Trump’s final days, 
there was no mention of percentage 
increase or decline, only ‘total cases’ 
and ‘total deaths’! 

Judging by the liberal media’s 
obsession about Trump and _ its 
incessant coverage of Trump-related 
news, one is led to believe that 
Trump is still the President of the 
US. The coverage, which is almost 
entirely negative, is completely 


disproportionate compared to their 
coverage of Biden. And whenever 
there is negative news about Biden, 
the liberal media airs negative news 


about Trump before moving on to 
a 


Biden! This is just a small indicator 
of how scared the liberals and 
Democrats are about a Republican 
success in mid-term elections and 
their return to power in 2024! To 
avoid this scenario, the Democrats 
are trying their level best to send 
Trump to jail or get him disqualified 
on the flimsiest of pretexts. 
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INFLATION EMPTIES POCKETS AND BITES 
INTO PUBLIC SAVINGS: 


Biden had promised that his tenure 
will be a golden period for the 
middle class and the poor and that 
he would ensure a wealth transfer 
from the rich to deprived sections 
of the society. Only a year later, 
all of his election promises appear 
to be mere gimmicks. Trillions of 
dollars have been printed under his 
administration to contain the outfall 
of Corona, but this has led to spiraling 
inflation and a reverse transfer of 
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_ wealth: from the middle class and 


the poor to the rich. During the first 
year of his tenure alone, the wealth 
of billionaires in America crossed a 
staggering 5 trillion dollars! 

The middle class and the poor 
paid for America’s internal debt 
with their savings. Inflation set a 
4O year record as it crossed 7.5%. 
Petrol prices have sharply spiked, 
reaching 7 dollars/gallon in some 
states. Only a year earlier, under 
Trump, the price was 1.3 dollars/ 
gallon. Trump only needed to pick 


up his phone and order the petrol- 
shop-states in the Gulf to increase 
oil production to bring down petrol 
prices in the US. As for the old man, 
he has been cold-shouldered by the 
adolescents ruling the Gulf. Under 
Biden, they have repeatedly ignored 
American demands to increase oil 
production and bring down prices. 
If anything, this demonstrates that 
the victory of the Mujahideen in 
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stature internationally and has given 
everyone, including its own puppets, 
the courage to ignore American 
bullying. 

The shutdowns that ensued in the 
wake of the pandemic have resulted 
in the closure of small businesses, 
grocery shops, restaurants and the 
like. This has greatly benefitted the 
multi-billion dollar corporations that 
have online businesses and delivery 
services. The likes of Amazon 
benefitted the most from. the 
pandemic as small business owners 
faced bankruptcy. This is a plain 
contradiction of Biden’s claims that 
his policies will benefit the middle 
class and the poor. The acuteness 
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of the crisis can be judged from 
the fact that millions of Americans 
were reportedly unable to buy gifts 
for their dear ones on New Year eve 
this year. Those that could buy were 
still unable to do so because supply 
chain disruptions left market shelves 
mostly empty during the Omicron 
outbreak. 

According to recent polls, two-third 
of Americans believe that Biden is 
simply incapable of managing the 
financial crisis facing America. The 
level of despair among ordinary 
Americans has reached a historic 
low and only 38% of Americans 
today are satisfied with the state of 
the nation- the lowest level recorded 
this century! Another indicator of 
the severity of the economic crisis 
in the US is America’s public debt, 
which has reached historic highs. 
With a global recession around the 
corner, the situation is not expected 
to improve any time soon. 

When Biden was asked in his annual 
press conference aboutthe measures 
he intends to take to bring the nation 
out of the compounded crisis that it 
was facing, his ridiculous answers 
made him a laughing stock in the 
media. One of the solutions Biden 
offered was increasing direct contact 
with the public and explaining to 
ordinary Americans the successes 
he had achieved during the first year 
of his rule. He alSo added that he will 
focus his efforts on collecting funds 
for Democratic nominees in the mid- 
term elections! 


In short, Corona, coupled with 
America’s defeat in Afghanistan, 
has dealt a severe blow to the 
global capitalist system and the US 
economy in particular. American 
credibility and prestige have been 
severely weakened internationally. 
Here is a quick overview of some 
of the major losses suffered by the 
US economy as a direct result of the 
blows inflicted by the Mujahideen: 
- The 911/ raids caused direct 
financial losses to the tune of billions 
of dollars. The indirect financial 
losses incurred by the US as a 
result of ensuing wars and massive 
defense and security expenditures 
are estimated to be approximately 3 
trillion dollars. The entire economic 
and security infrastructure in the US 
was badly hurt as a result of 911/ and 
the subsequent wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. We had earlier discussed 
this in the documentary ‘The West 
and the Dark Tunnel’ and readers 
may refer to it for further details. 

- The US has been spending 
around 250 billion dollars annually 
on its so-called ‘war on terror’. Over 
a period of two decades, the US has 
thrown 5 trillion dollars down the 
drain as a result of this madness. 
- The Iraq war is estimated to 
have drained 34- trillion dollars from 
America’s — coffers. 

- America spent over two trillion 
dollars on the Afghan war over a 
period of two decades. 

- These figures alone- mentioned 
by different American think tanks 


22 


and research institutes- add up to a 
whopping 41 trillion dollars. 

All praise be to Allah for guiding 
the Mujahideen to this strategy of 
inflicting death by a thousand cuts. 
Two decades after the pre-emptive 
Strikes of 911/, America has been 
reduced to a mere shadow of its 
former self. May Allah have mercy on 
Shaykh Osama and his brothers for 
choosing the correct path, in spite 
of all the difficulties and challenges 
that it entailed. After two decades 
of determination, endurance, 
patience and sacrifices, Kabul has 
been liberated. This blessed journey 
will not stop until Al Aqsa, Makkah 
and Madinah are liberated and the 
Islamic world returns to the blessed 
Shade of the Shariah. 

To conclude, we will quote here an 
extract from one of the letters of 
Shaykh Osama to Shaykh Attiya (may 
Allah have mercy on their souls). This 
advice offered by the Shaykh reflects 
his immense foresight and sagacity. 
But before we move on to this quote, 
a word of advice for our Mujahid 
brethren: Let not empowerment 
and victory be your concern while 
you are still in the stage of fighting 
and repelling the enemy. Focus on 
the demands of the stage that you 
find itself in, for each stage of the 
struggle has its own conditions and 
prerequisites for success. Do not try 
to harvest the fruit before its ripe, 
lest it tastes bitter. And remember 
that victory comes with patience and 
perseverance. We leave our readers 


here with this extract from the letter 
of Shaykh Osama (may Allah have 
mercy on him): 

“I had asked Shaykh Saeed (may Allah 
have mercy on him) to task brother 
Ilyas (Kashmiri) with preparing two 
groups, one in Pakistan, and the 
other in the vicinity of Bagram, 
Afghanistan. These two groups were 
to be tasked with reconnaissance 
of Obama’s or Petraeus’s visit to 
Afghanistan or Pakistan and the 
subsequenttargeting of the airplanes 
in which they travel. However, if 
they receive news of the arrival of 
loe Biden (the Vice President), Gates 


(Secretary of Defense), Mullen (Chief 
of Staff) or Holbrooke (Obama’s Af- 
Pak envoy), they must not target 
any of these four; the focus must be 
on Obama and Petraeus. The reason 
of focusing on Obama specifically is 
that he is the head of disbelief and 
his assassination will leave Biden 


in charge of the presidency for the 
remaining presidential term. Biden 
is totally incapable of assuming this 
office, and his assumption of power 


will push America into a deep crisis.” 
Your prediction was correct, our 


beloved Shaykh! May Allah have 
mercy on you! God Willing, the 
coming years will please the Muslims 
and enrage the enemy even more. 
And our last prayer is that all praise 
belongs to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds, and may peace and blessings 
be upon our Messenger, his family 
and Companions. @ 


Zo 


THE AGENDA BEHIND 


NORMALIZATION 
OF TIES WITH 3 


f= Osama Maqdasi 


he term used for normalization 

in the Arabic language (tat’be’) 
implies turning something that is 
abnormal or generally regarded 
by strong aversion into something 
acceptable or ‘normal’. Making the 
general public accept the ‘abnormal’ 
as ‘normal’ takes carefully 
orchestrated psyop campaigns and 
subtle but sustained doses of mass 
indoctrination and deception. 
Inthe context of recentdevelopments 
in the Arab world, ‘normalization’ 
has become a synonym for the 
effort made by external and internal 
enemies to reframe the Muslim 
mindset and fundamentally alter 
perceptions aboutanoccupierthatfor 
decades has engaged in systematic 
genocide of Muslims and the theft 
of their land and resources. Human 
nature dictates a spontaneous 
defensive reaction against such an 
aggressor. Unfortunately, there is 
a fifth column in the Muslim World 
whose sole concern is to strip the 
Muslim psyche of this fundamental 
human instinct to defend and resist. 
They want to peddle the idea of 
treating occupation as anew normal. 
Appreciating these underlying 
motives is a good starting point to 
unravel the strands of a systematic 
Campaign aimed at instilling in 
the Muslim masses a sense of 
magnanimity and benevolence 
towards an enemy that is criminal, 
unappeasable, unforgiving and 
devious to the core. 
In a previous article, | had described 


how the process of ‘normalization’ is 
a Zionist-Crusader tool that is being 
used, very effectively | may add, 
to reshape the _ belief-system and 
culture of Muslims. | stressed the 
need for a correct understanding 
of the threat posed to our religious, 
social and economic future by this 
seemingly benign term that is being 
peddled around in the Muslim World. 
This process of normalization, if 
left unchecked and unchallenged, 
will have serious consequences for 
future generations. 

The very term ‘normalization’ 
is a Jewish creation that aims at 
implementing a_ sinister Zionist 
agenda at the cost of the Muslim 
masses. The most benign part of this 
agenda is the recognition of Israel as 
anormal state anda harmless ‘Jewish 
neighbour’ of Muslims entitled to the 
right to live in peace and harmony 
in the heart of the Muslim World 
without facing any hostility from its 
‘Arab cousins’. The more sinister 
part of this Zionist program is a war 
on real Islam that aims to uproot 
the very fundamentals of Islam from 
Muslim psyche and seeks to replace 
core Islamic beliefs with ideas of co- 
existence with the ‘other’ in line with 
the Zionist-Crusader vision. Islamic 
principles such as al wala wal bara 
and the obligation of Jihad in the 
Way of Allah are prime targets of 
this ideological war. The enemy fully 
understands that weakening the 
impact of these fundamental Islamic 
doctrines in the hearts and minds of 
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the masses in the Muslim world and 
replacing these deeply ingrained 
concepts with secular Judeo-Western 
ideas facilitates the implementation 
of the ‘normalization’ project. 

The idea of ‘peace’ with Israel is 
itself a farce since there is no ‘war’ 
technically speaking between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours. There is 
a de facto peace in existence; the 
mere idea of Arab states engaging 
Israel militarily is part of history 
books. So what is the point of these 
new ‘peace treaties’ and ‘ceasefires’ 
that are occurring in the context of 
a total absence of hostilities? Simply 
put, the idea is to legitimize in 
popular perception friendship with 
those about whom all practicing 
Muslims repeat in prayers five times 
a day the term ‘magh’doub alaihim’, 
l.e. those who have incurred the 
wrath of Allah. It is about embracing, 
accepting and befriending these 
enemies- not just of mankind- but 
of God himself. It is about giving 
them legitimacy by engaging with 
them and by establishing cultural, 
political and security ties with the 
illegitimate entity called Israel. And 
once this happens, the Quranic and 
prophetic teachings that define our 
relationship with the Jews will simply 
be forgotten. 

Let us not forget that in the case 
of Israel we are not dealing with 
the Jews of Andalusian times who 
had somewhat’ peacefully  co- 
existed within Muslim societies but 
a cancerous and vicious Ashkenazi 


mutation that is rejected by many 
Jews themselves: the Zionists. 
There can be little doubt that the 
normalization of relationship with 
the Zionist entity is the first step in 
the direction of returning the Arabian 
Peninsula to its pre-Islamic past so 
that idolatry and paganism become 
the norm and the Jews are resettled 
and empowered in the land they 
were expelled from on the orders of 
the Prophet (pbuh). 

In this article, | shall try to shed light 
on some of the tools employed by the 
Jewish and Arab Zionists to further 
their agenda of ‘normalization’. 
| do so in the hope that raising 
awareness about the enemy’s tactics 
and strategy may help us devise 
appropriate counters and focus our 
efforts in the right direction. 

One effective way of reframing 
Muslim psyche is to create a 
complete disconnect with the past 
so that the Muslim world suffers 
from mass amnesia and forgets the 
ragged and complex history of its 
relationship with the Jews since the 
birth of Islam. To achieve this goal, 
the following tactics are being used: 
1. The creation of a large group of 
cheerleaders who try to normalize 
in popular perception the process of 
‘normalization’. These cheerleaders 
are concentrated largely in the Arab 
world and specifically in the green 
crescent that surrounds Israel. 
The rulers installed by the West 
and their hirelings do much of the 
marketing. Besides promoting the 
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idea of normalization, they create 
every possible obstacle to limit the 
Spiritual, social and political role of 
Islam. in. society. 

A lot of the traitors busy spewing 
Sweet poison on social media and 
on television screens enjoy strong 
governmental financial backing. They 
work from behind the smokescreen 
of the media and civil society 
organizations, often using jee 
such as human 


rights- specifically 
women’s rights. 
They carry out 


coordinated efforts 


to combat Islam 
in every nook . 
and cranny of. @ 


society, even inside 
mosques. 
project the Islamic 

Shariah as outdated and incapable 
of coping with the challenges of the 
age and promote liberal, secular 
and even atheistic values 
as the alternative. In their 
worldview, the only role that 
may be assigned to Islam 
in the contemporary era is 
that of a set of meaningless 
rituals stripped of all socio- 


political and Spiritual 
dimensions. 
2. One of the most 


effective tools used in this 
regard, with the active 
assistance of military and 
political authorities, is the 
silencing of opposition 
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to the Westernization of Muslim 
societies. Muslim scholars with an 
independent standing and strong 
scholarly credentials are often the 
prime target. Silencing them doesn’t 
require reasoning or debates; classic 
dictatorial techniques suffice: forced 
disappearances, torture, death 
sentences. 

These tactics, of course, are nothing 
new to the Islamic World. What is 
new is their blatant 
and ruthless use in 
the birthplace of 
the Revelation, the 
Arabian Peninsula. 
Only a fool would 
harbor doubts 
,about this bitter 
truth: the Peninsula 
of the Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) 
is now effectively under Zionist- 
Crusader rule. With the open war on 
Islam and everything even remotely 
connected to Islam, the Peninsula of 
Islam has returned to the days of pre- 
Islamic ignorance, thanks to a fifth 
column actively engaged in an open 
war against core Islamic beliefs and 
the Islamic identity itself. The aim is 
to strip Muslims of their identity and 
reshape Muslim minds in line with 
the agenda of the Zionist-Crusader 


Ze 


occupier. 
3. A frantic campaign to 
spread indecency, immorality, 


homosexuality and atheism. This 
program is being carried out in the 
garb of ‘liberation’ from ‘arcane’ 


social and religious restrictions and 
the embrace of rationalism and 
secular rational thought. Social 
media platforms, television channels 
and the internet in general are being 
used as tools for the propagation 
of pagan ideas so as to uproot any 
semblance of modesty, decency and 
honor and diminish the social impact 
of religion in Muslim societies. 

As part of this campaign, cultural 
festivals, musical concerts, night 
clubs, and tourism serve as useful 
tools to bring atheists and heretics 
to the public limelight. It is no secret 
that indecency and moral laxity is 
the doorstep to atheism. Immorality 
and atheism help in the creation of 
a vacuous being totally incapable of 
critical thought, let alone resistance, 
and this is what the Zionists and 
Western powers want to see in 
Muslim societies. Unfortunately, the 
entire government machinery of 
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some Arab states- working hand in 
hand with private organizations with 
huge financial budgets- is dedicated 
to the spread of immorality in Muslim 
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society. Films, dramas, and cartoons 
promoting suchthemes have become 
commonplace. WhatsApp_ groups, 
telegram channels and similar social 
media platforms are being actively 
used to engage vulnerable youth 
and gain converts to the religion of 
atheism. The story doesn’t end here. 
Those who embrace atheism and 
hedonistic values are encouraged 
to rebel against their families and 
against the society they live in and 
escape to a life of sham freedom in 
the West. Such individuals are made 
icons in the media and are used as 
mouthpieces to further the liberal 
atheistic agenda in the Muslim World. 
4. A multi-pronged attack on 
the principles of interpretation of 
Quranic texts and the sayings of 
the Prophet (pbuh) with the aim of 
delegitimizing the interpretations of 
the first generation of Islam and their 
understanding of Islam. Asystematic 
attempt is being made to find so- 
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called ‘flaws’ in the understanding 
of the first three generations of 
Muslims and their interpretation of 
the Shariah under the pretext that 
they did not have access to the 
science of hadeeth that has gained 
increasing prominence in recent 
times. This particular line of attack 
is strongly evident in the “Call for 
reforming the Islamic Discourse’ 
(Dawah li tajdeed al khitab al Islami) 
and the “Reinterpretation of Quranic 
texts by giving precedence to the 


objectives” (l’adat gira’a tin nas 
min khilal tagqdeem al magasid). 
These attempts aimed at _ the 


reinterpretation of texts specifically 
target Quranic texts and Prophetic 
Sayings regarding Jihad against 
Christians and Jews. 

Someofthe’‘scholars’ ofnormalization 
have lately declared that the texts 
of the Quran and Sunnah must be 
dealt with as part of Islam’s historical 
heritage that is incompatible with 
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the contemporary era. This vicious 
attack on the established principles 
of the interpretation of texts is 
particularly dangerous for those who 
have little or no knowledge of the 
Shariah sciences. This fifth column 
of sell-outs is busy fooling the public 
with their religious appearances and 
pseudo-scholarly credentials, whilein 
reality they are only pawns ina larger 
Zionist game. Ibn Bayyah, al Eesa 
and al Raysooni, to name a few, have 
unfortunately become examples of 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. And if one 
wants to understand their leanings 
and true allegiances, their stance on 
the Palestinian issue and their total 
silence on the crimes that took place 
in the environs of the Masjid al Aqsa 
and in Gaza last Ramadhan should 
serve as a litmus test. 

5. Encouraging instability within 
Muslim societies by stirring ethnic 
and sectarian conflicts; igniting the 
flames of war by entering into military 
and political alliances with minorities 
and empowering fringe sects so that 
they spearhead a vicious war against 
the majority; the Alawites in Syria 
being acase a EO 
in point, a 
pliable tool | > ¢ 
exploited 
not just 
by avowed : 
enemies of Islam but equally by 
opportunists claiming allegiance and 
devotion to the larger Ummah. 
6. Keepingthemasses preoccupied 
with the pagan history of their 
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regions; highlighting pre-Islamic 
civilizations, a prime example being 
the Arab media’s obsession with the 
Pharaohnic. civilization in Egypt. 
7. Opening new fronts and stirring 
up controversies within Islamic 
movements so as to divert and 
dissipate the energies of these 
movements. This task is usually 
taken up by hypocrites hiding within 
the ranks of Islamic movements. 
Such individuals often take on the 
garb of journalists, writers, and 
even seasoned ‘Islamists’ while 
in reality they are mere puppets 
propped up and financed by Arab 
Zionist regimes. They are provided 
with extensive media coverage and 
platforms on social media to ensure 
that their voices are the loudest. And 
in the forced absence of authoritative 
scholarly voices, these pseudo- 
experts with hardly any religious or 
academic standing end up shaping 
public opinion. 

These were some of the salient 
methods employed by our enemies 
to facilitate the normalization 
process in the Islamic World. In the 
next part of 
this article, 
| shall shed 
light on 
the Zionist 
. - infiltration 
of the media and think tanks, 
Inshallah. @ 
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STRATEGIC 3 


Points 
Abu Khalid al San’ani 


ne of the most critical factors 

that helps pave the way to 
victory in a guerrilla war is the art 
of creating allies. It is important to 
understand that there are different 
types of allies; each has its own 
pros and cons. Rugged terrain, 
for example, is a brilliant ally of 
the guerrilla; but the same terrain 
can betray and eventually isolate 
him if he does not build alliances 
with those in close vicinity to him, 
especially if he uses the terrain as 
a hideout and not a launching pad. 
The night is equally a good ally for 
infiltration and stealthy escapes. 
Similarly, unguarded waterways are 
wonderful allies of the Mujahideen 
and can be used to lethal effect 
in surprise attacks, encirclement 
of the enemy and in operations 
behind enemy lines. In general, it 
is critical for the guerrillas to turn 
their surrounding environment into 
an ally that wards off danger and 
weakens the enemy. 
The ally that is of a far greater 
importance than nature is man, 
far more complex than the 
most rugged of terrains; more 
unpredictable and winding in his 
ways than any river system. The 
basis for any alliance with him may 
range from common objectives, 
Shared vision to temporary political 
interests. The alliance may be 
limited to a specific sphere, based 
on limited common interests within 
that particular field alone, and may 
be sustained in spite of a severe 


conflict of interests in other areas. It 
may emerge as a natural outcome 
of shared boundaries or cross- 
border ethnic ties and may even 
take on the shape of a pragmatic 
relationship with a not-so-friendly 
neighbour. 

When there is a convergence of 
interests, politicians and military 
leaders on both sides may exercise 
their political will to form an 
alliance. This alliance may be based 
on a range of objectives, some of 
which may interest the guerrillas 
alone, while others may represent 
concessions made to the ally. The 
meeting point may at times be 
a single limited objective. The 
ideological and political content of 
the alliance represents neither an 
objective nor a common ground; 
it is merely a fancy smokescreen 
meant for media consumption and 
mass deception. As for a genuine 
doctrinal faith-based alliance, it 
emerges as a unique relationship 
between the Mujahideen and their 
Ummah, and to this we shall return 
later. 

In the formation of an alliance, the 
point of convergence may be the 
annihilation of a common enemy, 
or so the guerrillas are often led 
to believe. From the standpoint of 
their ally, it is merely weakening 
of a common enemy. The term 
‘weakening a common enemy’ is a 
precise and realistic description of 
this alliance. And so the ally offers 
aid to the guerrillas proportionate 
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to the need to weaken the enemy, 
not to destroy him. In a turbulent 
world of shifting alliances, a political 
ally is unlikely to strengthen a newly 
emerging power, especially if this 
entity happens to be his geographical 
neighbour. Generally, the ally, in 
exchange for the limited assistance 
offered, demands favors in the future, 
such aS economic and territorial 
concessions or even military bases. 
What must not be forgotten is that 
the political process, specifically at 
the international level, is based on 
blackmail and ruthless opportunism, 
not morality. 

The leadership of the Mujahideen 
must possess a high level of political 
awareness that enables them to 
deal astutely with the volatile and 
deceptive world of politics. Some 
states enter into alliances with the 
guerrillas and against them at the 
same time. There are no free rides in 
the quid pro quo world of politics. The 
ally will never strengthen a future 
enemy; he will keep him restrained. 
He will never destroy your enemy, 
but will only weaken him. With both 
sides engaged in a permanent duel, 
the ally stands to benefit most. 
The more the war drags on, the 
greater the financial incentive for 
the ally. The anarchy generated 
by war offers opportunities to 
appropriate resources, purchase raw 
materials at dirt cheap prices, flood 
the market with its own products, 
and use the land for the production 
of opium. This happened in Latin 


America and in Afghanistan. After 
the Islamic Emirate had eradicated 
poppy cultivation, the United States 
revived it throughout Afghanistan 
and invested heavily in opium 
production. 
KKK 

The most dangerous ally for the 
guerrillas is a government, because 
governments know nothing except 
their own vested interests. They 
may allow the guerrillas to gain 
an edge over their rivals, but will 
keep them weak and permanently 
dependent on it. This symbiotic 
relationship between the two is 
always marked by a certain degree 
of tension. And this tension peaks 
when the moment of political divorce 
arrives. This divorce occurs when 
the guerrillas become a threat to the 
ally or the cost of supporting them 
outweighs their potential benefit. 
With the regime (the enemy of the 
guerrilla) sufficiently weakened, the 
‘allied’ government may prefer to 
reach an understanding with it. With 
the passage of time, Supporting a 
guerrilla movement may constitute 
an internal or external threat. At this 
stage, financial and logistic support 
dries out. Politics, they say, Knows 
no charity. 

From another’ perspective, the 
meeting point is the point of divorce, 
forthis is whenthe common objective 
is achieved or the common threat 
weakened _ significantly. _ Political 
divorce does not necessarily imply 
outright enmity, but it does indicate 
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that a certain level of antagonism 
and rivalry has been established. In 
politics, divorce is never total; it is 
more akin to the pre-divorce months 
that drag on forever and in which the 
relationship continues at its lowest 
levels. At this stage, the guerrillas 
have no choice but to swallow, albeit 
with great bitterness, betrayal by an 
opportunistic ally. Political necessity 
makes interests the pivot of all 
relations in international politics, 
and once the ally has secured its 
interests, the party is over for good. 
If the leadership of the guerrillas is 
wise enough, it should not harbor 
unrealistic expectations about the 
interests of the ally and its objectives 
in the conflict. It must prepare itself 
from the very beginning, without 
any wishful thinking or goodwill, for 
the moment of divorce. If it does 
so successfully, it has mastered 
the art of managing alliances. It is 
equally important for the guerrillas 
to understand that they are the 
stronger side, in spite of their 
apparent weakness. If the ally did 
not need them, it would not have 
gone out of its way to strike deals 
or enter into an alliance: its behavior 
is dictated by strategic compulsions. 
The guerrillas form its first line of 
defense and safeguard its vital 
interests. 

The leadership must therefore be 
vigilant and shrewd enough not to 
become a pawn in a larger game 
and deny itself the gains or even 
victory. It must not allow any side, 


no matter how powerful it may be, 
to fiddle around with its future and 
the future of its Jinad, as we had 
witnessed in Afghanistan earlier. 
The Afghans were defending their 
religion and their independence. 


However, in the larger scheme 
of things, they were protecting 
Pakistani interests and ensuring 


its security while safeguarding the 
oil wealth of the Middle East at the 
same time. For Pakistan, the Arab 
Sheikhdoms and America, these 
represented vital interests, and they 
therefore competed with each other 
in financing the war effort. 
KKK 

Another important point about 
political-governmental allies is the 
extent of their seriousness and 
sincerity with the cause. Some of 
them, especially if they are a front 
for other powers, do not offer their 
services except for the sake of 
hidden agendas. Deciphering their 
actions and real intent requires 
the wisdom of Khidr (peace be 
upon him). A classic example is 
the Saudi regime and its role in the 
Afghan Jihad. The Saudi government 
was a front for the CIA and it was 
completely controlled by the latter 
for the fulfillment of its agenda. 
The pulpits were utilized to explain 
to the masses the Soviet danger to 
Islam, as if the Americans had any 
love lost for Islam. The preachers 
and muftis did not spare any effort 
to incite the masses and encourage 
them to spend their wealth and offer 
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their lives for this cause. The Saudi 
intelligence mobilized its resources 
and manpower and established a 
permanent presence in Peshawar. 
It facilitated the arrival of youth 
and finances, while the Pakistani 
intelligence had already started 
facilitating the war effort inside 
Afghanistan. The two _ intelligence 
agencies came _ together under 
the American umbrella: American 
planning with Pakistani flavor and 
Saudi finances. Their aims were as 
follows: 

> weakening the Soviet Union and 
humiliating it in the war 

> preventing the Mujahideen from 
forming a united front 

> deepening the divide between 
them 

> delaying and preventing a 
military solution or victory for the 
Mujahideen 

> ensuring a political resolution 
of the war to ensure the political 
subjugation of the Mujahideen 
> formation ofa joint broad-based 
government that includes’ both 
communists and the Mujahideen 
> eliminating the Arab presence 
and Arab role after the end of the 
war 

> preventing the export of the 
Afghan experiment 

> convincing the Muslim world 
that the Jihad can only destroy and 
not build 

> ensuring that the role of the 
Mujahideen remains restricted to 
fighting; the post-war phase belongs 


to the politicians, not the fighters 
With this agenda on the table, it 
was difficult from the outset for the 
Mujahideen to achieve anything 
meaningful at the closing stages 
of the war. They won the war, yet 
lost everything. And this is how 
the Ummah lost confidence in the 
project to build an Islamic state by 
engaging in Jihad and using military 
force. General Muhammad Yusuf, the 
author of the ‘Bear Trap’, succinctly 
put it when he said that defeat had 
been stolen from the jaws of victory. 
Victory was within reach of the 
Mujahideen when these powers 
prevented them  from_ attaining 
it. A near-victory thus turned into 
a total disaster. The Americans 
strangulated the Afghan experiment 
via its Pakistani and Saudi proxies. 
Saudi finances corrupted the Afghan 
leadership while Pakistanis thwarted 
and stalled the military effort by 
controlling the jugular veins of the 
Afghan theatre. The end result was 
relegating what should have been 
decided by a military victory to the 
Jirga! 

In spite of this, the Jihad achieved 
several direct and indirect objectives. 
With the passage of time, it emerged 
from the clutches of foreign players, 
thanks to the efforts of some field 
commanders and their brothers 
from different Islamic countries. Let 
us not forget that America, Saudi 
Arabia and Pakistan were not the 
only major trouble-makers in the 
Afghan theatre; rather, France and 
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Iran interfered extensively, mostly 
in northern Afghanistan. 

The ally that suits the Mujahideen 
are the masses, since the alliance 
with them has an_ ideological- 
humanitarian basis. This type of an 
ally does notnormally possess hidden 
agendas. It gives without expecting 
favors in return. Many financiers and 
doctors came to Afghanistan due to 
humanitarian or ideological reasons. 
The Saudi efforts to get the flow of 
aid and assistance pass through 
governmental channels had a dual 
aim: theft and monopoly over the 
flow of aid. More importantly, the 
Saudis sought to delete the masses 
from the equation. 


The Mujahideen must therefore 
be fully aware of the conspiracies 
that are hatched against them. The 
Americans, the Saudis and others 
have an- extensive experience 
in aborting populist and _ Jjihadi 
movements. The Afghan experience 
itself was a major learning curve 
for this Satanic alliance which only 
offers its ‘assistance’ either due to its 
own vested interests or to safeguard 
Zionist interests. Any movement 
that gains favor with these powers 
is undoubtedly far from gaining 
the pleasure of Allah and will fail to 
achieve its own objectives. Inthegarb 
of offering assistance, this Satanic 
alliance first acquaints itself with 
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all the Jinadi groups present in the 
theatre, then picks the most corrupt 
and pliable candidate that can serve 
its objectives, offers extensive 
financial and logistical support to it 
and makes this assistance contingent 
on fighting all other groups in the 
arena. The end-game is a political 
settlement of the issue on their own 
terms. As for the groups that grow 
under the shade of these regimes, 
they are eventually cut down to their 
Original size by drying out the flow 
of finances. The foreign sanctuaries 
offered to them earlier become 
levers for blackmail. Theirleadership, 
lacking the political will to reject the 
demands of its donors, becomes 
mere stooges controlled by those 
who pull the strings from behind the 
shadows. This is the logic behind the 
‘generosity’ of these powers; it aims 


and creating the conditions for a 


political solution that ensures the 
survival of the Zionist state in the 
region. We cannot afford to engage 
in any wishful thinking about the 
Saudis and their Emirati hirelings. 
Their only concern is waging war on 
Islam and guaranteeing the security 
and continued existence of the 
Zionist entity. 

The Mujahideen must also stay clear 
of the allies of these Satanic regimes. 
They mustworktodestroy this Satanic 
alliance and foil its conspiracies. And 
this is not impossible, given that the 
relationship between the two is at 
best a political alliance that seeks to 
protect the vested interests of each 
side. If keeping the system in power 
becomes strategically unviable and 
costly for the patron power, the point 
of political divorce will arrive soon. 


at_denying the Mujahideen victory These essentially futile political 
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schemescanbedefeatedwiththehelp 
of Allah and with the perseverance 
and insistence of the Mujahideen to 
work independently for empowering 
the Deen of Allah. The first step in this 
direction is possessing a high degree 
of political awareness and clarity 
of purpose. Geographical distance 
does not matter in this case, for the 
enemy of the Mujahideen, whether 
in Afghanistan, Syria, Somalia, 
Mali, Algeria, Librya, Yemen, Egypt 
or Pakistan is one. In all of these 
theatres, in fact wherever there 
exists an Islamic movement, two 
names will prop up without fail: 
The United States of America and 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. They 
will expend all efforts within their 
Capacity to derail these movements 
or deny them their real objectives. 
The most dangerous allies of these 
twins of the devil are France, Britain, 
and the United Arab Emirates. And 
this is the model that they seek to 
replicate across the Muslim world: 
proxy militias/hired guns rented with 
Arab-Gulf finances for waging war 
on Allah, Islam and Muslims. 

Another element that may bring 
an end to the alliance between the 
guerrillas and the ally that supports 
them is the failure of the former 
to achieve its objectives. When 
defeat becomes imminent, the 
ally abandons the guerrillas for it 
becomes politically inexpedient for it 
to remain in a state of hostility with 
an entity that can be engaged and 
with which a political compromise 


may be reached. There is no point of 
financing and logistically supporting 
elements that are unable to achieve 
progress in their political or military 
struggle. This helps us understand 
the Turkish position vis-a-vis the 
Egyptian opposition. The Turkish 
government finds it _ politically 
inexpedient to support an opposition 
that has failed to achieve anything 
of substance in the face of continued 
international support and backing 
for the Egyptian regime. 

Here, one may invoke morality and 
questionsuch unscrupulous behavior. 
Well, since when did morality have 
any place in political games? The 
Turkish model simply threw morality, 
religion, and the Ottoman heritage 
out of the window and performed a 
stunning U-turn to offer the Egyptian 
regime significant compromises, 
reviving thereby its relationship with 
it and with the oildoms in the Gulf. It 
was not Ertugrul, but Machiavelli who 
prevailed in this conflict. May Allah 
have mercy on Mulla Omar! After the 
Turkish experience with the Egyptian 
opposition today and the Syrian one 
in the near future, let the oppressed 
of the world know: Politicians, in spite 
of all their theatrics, rarely outlive 
their limited shelf life; they have no 
religion except their own interests 
and invoking the heritage of a dead 
past is nothing but a handy ploy to 
deceive the masses. = 
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he Northern Alliance is a classic 
model of treachery and historical 
betrayal. Unfortunately, these 
people have chosen this way for 
themselves. They brag about being 
America’s foot soldiers and cannon 
fodder, and this deliberate policy of 
clientage and servitude is for the 
Sake of a few crumbs of worldly 
benefits. 
Worse still, there are those who try 
to portray these criminals as heroes 
and claim that they had been held in 
high esteem by the Islamic Emirate 
and that Shaykh Osama (may 
Allah have mercy on him) and his 
associates committed a grave error 
by embroiling themselves in the 
infighting between Afghan factions. 
One of the lame excuses that they 
offer to support their argument 
is that Shaykh Abdullah Azzam 
\ ! “RAN Of + (may Allah have mercy on him) 
ee : . = Sage eae had praised Anmad Shah Massoud. 
Such arguments are nothing more 
than futile attempts to cover up 
undeniable facts. In this brief article, 
| wish to offer a quick overview of 
the following aspects: 
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Shaykh Dr. Ayman al Zawahiri 


1... Ahmad Shah Massoud’s _pre- 
911/ contacts with the Americans 
and joint plans against the Islamic 
Emirate, Shaykh Osama bin Laden 
and_ al Qa’eda: 

This relationship was confirmed 
by George Tenet, the former CIA 
Chief, in his testimony before the 
Congressional 911 Committee. He 
stated that the CIA had actively 


cooperated with Ahmad Shah 
Massoud- before 911 to hunt down 


Osama _ bin Laden, the leader of 
al Qa’eda, and that Massoud’s 
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assassination ruined these plans. 

The 911/ report issued by the US Congress also confirms this relationship. It 
mentions the following:4 

- In February 1999, Clinton issued a directive, on the CIA’s demand, 
which considered the Northern Alliance as US partners and gave them the 
authority to arrest or kill Osama bin Laden. It mentions that when the CIA 
representative, Schroen, told Ahmad Shah Massoud that the Americans 
wanted to arrest Bin Laden and not kill him his response was one of shock 
and he retorted, ‘You guys are crazy. You have not changed a bit.’? 


In February 1999, Tenet sought President Clinton’s authorization to enlist 
Massoud and his forces as partners. In response to this request, the President 
signed the Memorandum of Notification whose language he personally 
altered. Tenet says he saw no significance in the President’s changes. So far as 
he was concerned, it was the language of August 1998, expressing a preference 
for capture but accepting the possibility that Bin Ladin could not be brought 
out alive.““We were plowing the same ground,’ Tenet said.!7! 

CIA officers described Massoud’s reaction when he heard that the United 
States wanted him to capture and not kill Bin Ladin. One characterized Mas- 
soud’s body lan e as “a wince.” Schroen recalled Massoud’s response as “You 
guys are crazy—you haven't changed a bit.” In Schroen’s opinion, the capture 
proviso inhibited Massoud and his forces from going after Bin Ladin but did 
not completely stop them.!72 The idea, however, was a long shot. Bin Ladin’s 
usual base of activity was near Kandahar, far from the front lines of Taliban oper- 
ations against the Northern Alliance. 


- In Fall 1999, the CIA prepared a plot to capture or kill Shaykh Osama. It 
was simply called ‘The Plan’ and it included increased cooperation with the 
Northern Alliance.* 


| ; In fall 1999, DCI Tenet unveiled the CIA’s new Bin Ladin strategy. It was 
called, simply, “the Plan?’The Plan proposed continuing disruption and rendi- 
tion operations worldwide. It announced a program for hiring and training bet- 
ter officers with counterterrorism skills, recruiting more assets, and trying to 
penetrate al Qaeda’s ranks. The Plan aimed to close gaps in technical intelli- 


gence collection (signal and imagery) as well. In addition, the CIA would 
increase contacts with the Northern Alliance rebels fighting the Taliban.1! 
With a new operational strategy, the CIA evaluated its capture options. None 
scored high marks. The CIA had no confidence in the Pakistani effort. In the 
att event that Bin Ladin traveled to the Kandahar region in southern Afghanistan, 
/ i the tribal network there was unlikely to attack a heavily guarded Bin Ladin; the 


| mufakiratulislam Website - Wed 3 safar 1425h - 24 March 2004. 

2 9\11 COMMISSION REPORT, P: 506 & 505 ,214 ,206 ,143 ,142 ,139 ,133 ,125 ,124 
3 THE 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, p: 139 & 133 

4 THE 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, p: 142 
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- In October 1999, a team of CIA officers met Massoud. This was the 
first in a series of meetings that have been mentioned in the Congressional 


report.° 


months; their chance of success was also rated at less than 10 percent. 
In the northeast were Massoud’s Northern Alliance forces—perhaps the 


CIA’s best option. In late October, a group of officers from the Counterter- 


rorist Center flew into the Panjshir Valley to meet up with Massoud, a haz- 
ardous journey in rickety helicopters that would be repeated several times in 


the future. Massoud appeared committed to helping the United States collect 


intelligence on Bin Ladin’s activities and whereabouts and agreed to try to cap- 
ture him if the opportunity arose. The Bin Ladin unit was satisfied that its 
reporting on Bin Ladin would now have a second source. But it also knew that 
Massoud would act against Bin Ladin only if his own interests and those of the 


- There were two more visits at least after this meeting, the first wel 
March 13 to March 21, 2000 the second from April a to April 28. 


and bin Lads en, from the Sovie viet plc any to September 10, 2001 (Penguin, 201 04), pp. 487-491: see scl ibid. DP. 495-496, 
502-503, 517-519; Richard interview (Dec. 11, 2003). “Richard” told us the attack had already occurred when 
CIA headquarters heard about it; “within this building, they were breathless,” he remarked. The CIA concern was 
apparently over possible casualties and whether, by sharing intelligence with Massoud on Bin Ladin’s possible loca- 
tion, the CIA might have violated the assassination ban. Tenet did not recall the incident, saying it was no doubt 
just “a blip” on his screen within the context of the millennium alerts. George Tenet interview (Jan. 22, 2004).The 
incident was, however, noticed by the NSC counterterrorism staff, which pointedly asked to be kept in the loop 
in the future. NSC memo, “Review of Terrorism Alert and Lessons Learned,” Jan. 3, 2000 (draft). 

101. See, e.g., CIA officers’ visits to Tashkent noted in CIA briefing materials, DCI Update, “Islamic Extrem- 
ist Terrorist Threat,” Feb. 18, 2000; CIA briefing materials, EXDIR Update, Visit to Tashkent, Apr. 5, 2000. CTC 
teams were deployed to Afghanistan to meet with Massoud on March 13—21, 2000, and possibly on April 24—28, 


- The 911/ Report mentions that in December 1999, Massoud offered to 
stage a rocket SNEIELS on Derunta training camp.’ 


“Afghan Eyes” 
In early March 2000, when President Clinton received an update on U.S. covert 
action efforts against Bin Ladin, he wrote in the memo’s margin that the United 
States could surely do better. Military officers in the Joint Staff told us that they 
shared this sense of frustration. Clarke used the President’s comment to push 
the CSG to brainstorm new ideas, including aid to the Northern Alliance.% 
Back in December 1999, Northern Alliance leader Ahmed Shah Massoud 
had offered to stage a rocket attack against Bin Ladin’s Derunta training com= 
plex. Officers at the CIA had worried that giving him a green light might cross 
the line into violation of the assassination ban. Hence, Massoud was told not 


- In May 2000, a delegation of the NA visited Washington. It held meetings 
with Richard Clark, Mitchel Sheehan and senior CIA officers to discuss 


previous arrangements. Massoud wanted the United States to become its 
ally in toppling the Taliban and recognize that they were fighting a common 


enemy. & 
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to take any such action without explicit U.S. authorization.1© In the spring of 
2000, after the CIA had sent out officers to explore possible closer relation- 
ships with both the Uzbeks and the Northern Alliance, discussions took place 
in Washington between U.S. officials and delegates sent by Massoud.1°! 


The Americans agreed that Massoud should get some modest technical help 
so he could work on U.S. priorities—collecting intelligence on and possibly 
acting against al Qaeda. But Massoud wanted the United States both to become 
his ally in trying to overthrow the Taliban and to recognize that they were fight= 
ing common enemies. Clarke and Cofer Black, the head of the Counterter= 
rorist Center, wanted to take this next step. Proposals to help the Northern 


p.188 


2. Ahmad Shah Massoud’s offer to become an ally of the West against 
‘Islamic extremism’: 


Massoud’s contacts with the Western Crusader World were never a secret. 
When he visited Brussels, he declared his intent openly. He was given a 
stately reception in the EU parliament, in spite of the fact that this reception 
contravened international norms. The Head of the EU’s parliament, Nicole 
Fontan, received him at the doors of the parliament as if he was a head of 
state.° 


He delivered a 
Speech in the 
EU parliament 
and was given a 
standing ovation. 
He claimed that 
he was the West’s 
first line of defense 
against Islamic 
fundamentalism. Massoud held a press conference in the EU’s parliament. 
He demanded help from the EU to topple the Taliban regime and fight ‘foreign 
elements’ such as Osama bin Laden, saying: ‘| am sure that without Pakistani 
interference and assistance from its military and foreign elements-_Osama 
bin Laden and Pakistani madrassa students- our forces would not need any 
assistance. | believe that the Afghan nation, the people of Qandahar and the 
Pashtun nation itself would suffice to overthrow the Taliban.’ 
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Massoud demanded American intervention in Afghanistan for ensuring the 
security of the United States and its allies. This is strange since he had always 
claimed that he was fighting for the sake of bringing an end to foreign- 
essentially ‘Pakistani’- intervention in Afghanistan, which, in his view, was 
represented by the Taliban. He had no qualms, however, demanding American 
intervention in Afghanistan’s internal affairs by raising the specter of the 
dangerous consequences that America would face if it failed to act against 
the Taliban and al Qa’eda. He saw himself as part of an alliance including the 
United States and European powers against ‘fundamentalists’- the Islamic 
Emirate and al Qa’eda. And by doing so, he effectively undid his own history 
of fighting the Russians and Communists. Going by his logic, why should the 
fight against the Russians and the Communists be considered Jihad in the 
way of Allah if American intervention in Afghan affairs was, in his view, the 
‘way to peace’? 

In his press conference, Massoud stated the following:“This is my message 
for Mr. Bush: If you do not address the issue of securing peace in Afghanistan 
and if you fail to help the Afghan people secure peace, the problem would 


not be confined to Afghanistan, it will affect the United States and its allies.”?° 
The Prophet (pbuh) truly said, “One of the sayings of the prophets that has 
been handed down through generations is: If you have no shame, do as you 
wish,”22 

This is how, after a long period of concealment and deception, Massoud 
announced his fall into the swamp of treachery. He insisted on revealing his 
true colors on European soil, from the EU parliament itself, so that his masters 


10 Arabic documentary film for Al-Arabia Channel «Sageuts oli aaai Jliel Go» Part 2, [7,00 - 7,30 ] 
11 Sahih al-Bukhari 
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would not entertain any doubts about 
his loyalty. He openly announced 
his partnership with the Americans 
in their Crusader campaign against 
Islam, euphemistically termed ‘the 
fight againstterror’ bythe Americans. 
He did not leave for himself any 
margin for being excused on account 
of ignorance or the like. And thus he 
signed his own death warrant. 

About this, his brother, Wali Massoud, 
says: “That journey to Europe... that 
warning to the rest of the world was 
a dangerous act. Massoud gambled 
with his life, and paid with his life to 
warn others: Look, you will not be 
safe until you do something for your 
safety. He sacrificed his life, not just 
for the sake of Afghans, but for the 
sake of the international community. 
He had totally lost hope in Western 
governments. Their anti-terrorism 
programs pledges were mere 
Slogans, not practical programs.” !? 
In a desperate attempt to rescue 
himself from defeat at the hands 
of the Islamic Emirate and_ its 
allies, Massoud toured Western 
capitals, begging for international 
intervention, portraying himself 
as a defender of the interests of 
powers opposed to Islam and Jihad 
in Afghanistan. In this context, 
Michael Scheuer’? writes in his book, 
Imperial Hubris, “By September 1, 
2001, the Taliban, with important 


but not indispensable help from al 
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Qa’eda, had defeated the multiethnic 
Northern Alliance. The alliance, led 
by Ahmad Shah Massoud, held only 
ten to fifteen percent of Afghanistan- 
some estimates are as low as 5 
percent- and was a military force, 
as historian Frederick W. Kagan has 
written, ‘that had exhausted its ability 
to continue fighting’. The Alliance’s 
viability also was, as_ always, 
overwhelmingly dependent on its 
leader’s unquestioned brilliance as 
an insurgent commander, his media- 


winning charisma, and the weapons, 
funds and economic aid coming from 
Russia, Iran, India, and Uzbekistan. 
The first three were trying to seal 
Afghanistan to isolate the Taliban 
contagion, while India sought an anti- 
Pakistan regime in Kabul that kept 
military forces active near Pakistan’s 
western border. France, too, flitted 
about in this picture, providing lavish 
rhetorical support for Massoud and 
some _ clandestine military aid and 
funding to his fighters. France had 
no strategic interest in Afghanistan, 
understood little about it, and was 
involved mainly due to its _self- 
deluding love affair with Massoud’s 
image as a moderately Islamic, 
long-suffering artist-turned-warrior; 
an_ image Massoud cynically crafted 


and that European journalists and 
politicians eagerly consumed for 


over twenty years. No doubt the 
French teared up over the Northern 
Alliance chief's death and were 
anguished by the news that on the 
night before his death Massoud and 
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several colleagues had stayed up 
late, reading Persian poetry aloud 
until three in the morning! 

External support might have enabled 
Massoud’s Alliance to survive for 


several more years and perhaps 


to its enclave in what had been a 


There was great anxiety in Russia and 
America on the killing of Massoud. As 
for the anxiety in America, the 911 
report mentions the meeting that 
took place the day after Massoud’s 


even add small bits of territory ils 


back-and-forth war 
with the Taliban, 
but for all intents 
and purposes 
the Taliban stood 
victorious on 
September 1, 2001 
and had _ installed 
a harsh but stable 
law-and-order 

regime over most 
of the country. More 
important, Mullah 
Omar’s regime 
was ____ increasingly 
accepted by 
Afghans as_ they 
started to see the 
end of pervasive 
banditry and 


warlordism 


gha 


regime, intervening decisively in the civil war in orderto 
rnment. By the end of a deputies meeting orf Sep 

ally agreed on a three-phase strategy. First an envoy would he Taliban a 

last chance. If this failed, continuing diplomatic pressure would be combined 

with the planned covert action program encouraging anti-Taliban Afghans of 

all major ethnic groups to stalemate the Taliban in the civil war and attack al 

Qaeda bases, while the United States developed an international coalition to 


J undermine the regime. In phase three, if the Taliban’s policy still did not change, 


the deputies agreed that the United States would try covert action to topple 
the Taliban’s leadership from within.?!2 
The deputies agreed to revise the al Qaeda presidential directive, then being 
finalized for presidential approval, in order to add this strategy to it. Armitage 
= Pe. oo ra} ‘ Lo “ -_ * . . . _- 4 4 1 on 


with shraprel-He-died minutes later. 

Orf September 10) Hadley gathered the deputies to finalize their three- 
phase, multiyear pian to pressure and perhaps ultimately topple the Taliban lead- 
ership.260 

That same day, Hadley instructed DCI Tenet to have the CIA prepare new 
draft legal authorities for the “broad covert action program” envisioned by the 


y draft presidential directive. Hadley also directed Tenet to prepare a separate sec= 


tion “authorizing a broad range of other covert activities, including authority 
to capture or to use lethal force” against al Qaeda command-and-control ele= 
ments. This section would supersede the Clinton-era documents. Hadley 
wanted the authorities to be flexible and broad enough “to cover any additional 
UBL-related covert actions contemplated.”26! 


THE 9/11 COMMISSION ait 


and There was a state of emergency at 


the gradual return of safety for the highest levels of the American 
themselves, their children and their government on the 10th __ of 


meagre amount 


3. The state of shock in Russia The 


of property.” 


September- a reaction to the killing 
of Massoud on the 9th of September. 
American government 


and America on the assassination considered the assassination of 
of Ahmad Shah Massoud and their Massoud a declaration of war by the 


resolve to take strong action against Islamic Emirate against American 


the Islamic Emirate: 


interests. As per international law, 
the killing of Massoud was at best 
an internal Afghan affair; however, 


14 THE 9/11 COMMISSION REPORT, p: 214 & 206 
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for the international criminals it 
was a declaration of war by the 
Islamic Emirate against them. They 
prepared in response a criminal 
agenda aimed at toppling the 
Emirate, but before they could take 


any action, the Mujahideen struck 
with a pre-emptive blow on the 11th 


of September. 
As for Russian anxiety on the killing 


of Anmad Shah Massoud, Putin had 
the following to say: “|! discussed the 
matter with Mr. Bush. | told him that 
Massoud, the head of the Northern 
Alliance had just been killed. | told 
my American counterpart: | am 


extremely worried. Something big is 
happening. They are preparing for 
something.”? 

It was about this panic in Washington 
and Moscow that the journalist Steve 
Cole said that hours after taking 
Massoud to Tajikistan, his security 
advisor, Amanullah Saleh called the 
counter-terrorism center at the CIA. 
He talked to Ritch, the head of the 
Bin Laden Unit. Saleh stammered 
as he tried to explain what had 
just happened. The CIA official 
asked him, ‘Where is Massoud?’ 
Saleh, struggling to recall the word 
‘morgue’, said, ‘He is in the fridge.’ 
Massoud had died, but his close 
circle could hardly believe the news. 
They were in a state of shock and 
were hurriedly trying to hatch a 
plan. They had invented a false story 
that Massoud had only been injured. 


1s BBC’s Documentary Film; “Iran and the West” Part 3 
[03,38 — 04,04] 


Saleh, who had suddenly been 
deprived of leadership, requested 
the _counter-terrorism center at 
CIA for urgent help, assuring them 
that he was preparing to counter al 
Qa’eda and the Taliban. 

On the morning of the 10th of 
September, a secret CIA memo 
briefed the Bush administration 
and American decision makers 
about the killing of Massoud and its 
implications for America’s covert 
war against al Qa’eda. The staff at 
the CIA’s counter-terrorism center 
was still hopeful that it could 
establish a foothold in northern 
Afghanistan to attack Bin Laden. 
They were desperately contacting 
senior officials in the administration 
to assist them create an emergency 
plan to revive the Northern Alliance 
before its imminent collapse. 1° 


4. Thetreacherous Satanic alliance 
between the NA and the Crusaders 


for the invasion and occupation of 


Afghanistan: 
When America decided to invade 


Afghanistan, it needed an ally inside 
Afghanistan, and the NA represented 
the most reliable option for America. 
The NA was already engaged in 
fighting with the Islamic Emirate 
and it had boots on the ground. So 
the US hurriedly recruited the NA 
to its cause to reduce the burden 
on its own forces and minimize 
American casualties. And thus the 


16 Flawed ally Ill. Steve Coll, The Frontier Post, p: 7, 
Wednesday March 10- 2004. 


NA was enlisted to the American 
cause, in spite of the fragility and 
internal crisis it was experiencing 
in the wake of Massoud’s killing. 
Michael Scheuer comments on this 
in his book: “Massoud’s death ended 
the Northern Alliance’s chances 
for surviving as a viable political- 
military force, let alone as one that 
might serve as the framework for a 
national government... 

Massoud was the Northern Alliance; 
he groomed no _ successor, and 
while he lived it was clear that the 
other Alliance ‘leaders’- Fahim, 
Abdullah Abdullah, Rashid Dostum, 
Yunus Qanooni etc.- were at best 
second-raters, perhaps able to work 
effectively under the great man’s 
direction but unable to fill his shoes. 
They commanded little respect 
in the Alliance- although Qanooni 
was feared as Massoud’s security 
chief- and each was unknown 
internationally. Faced with imminent 
organizational implosion and final 
military defeat by the Taliban, the 
Northern Alliance’s leaders found 
a_last-minute life-support system 
known as the United States when 
New York and Washington D.C 
were attacked by al Qa’eda forty 
eight hours after Massoud’s death. 
Surprised by the attack, and utterly 
unprepared to respond with _ its 
own military forces, Washington 
reinvigorated long-established ties 
to the Northern Alliance, delaying its 
inevitable demise. Indeed, by using 
it as an indigenous window-dressing 


for the application of US airpower, 
the Bush administration kept the 
Northern Alliance alive to an extent 
that its leaders appear to believe 
they had defeated the Taliban and 
won the war... 

Thus, most of the war is still to be 
fought. It is a war the Alliance cannot 
win unless America provides a far 
larger infantry force, defeats the 
Taliban-and-al Qa’eda insurgency, 
and is ready to occupy Afghanistan 
indefinitely. This scenario, even 
for men as lucky as Massoud’s 
successors, iS a bridge too far.”?’ 
In the aftermath of America’s 
invasion of Afghanistan, the NA was 
empowered in Kabul and for years 
they were adamantin their insistence 
that America and NATO must not 
under any circumstances abandon 
them to their fate in Afghanistan. 
By the grace of Allah, the Americans 
and their protégés, the NA, utterly 
failed in their mission in Afghanistan 
and today Afghanistan has been 
liberated. “How often a small group 
overcame a mighty host with Allah’s 
leave. And Allah is with the patient 
ones.” 


-WHY DID SHAYKH OSAMA BIN LADEN- 
MAY ALLAH HAVE MERCY ON HIM- AND 
HIS BROTHERS DECIDE TO FIGHT THE 
NORTHERN ALLIANCE UNDER THE 
BANNER OF THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE? 


Shaykh Osama took the decision 
to fight under the banner of the 


lf IMPERIAL HUBRIS, P : 34&35 
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Islamic Emirate against the Northern 
Alliance, in spite of his aversion for 
getting entangled in inter-Afghan 
fighting, because he was convinced 
that the Islamic Emirate was sincere 
in its intentions to defend Islam and 
Muslims and that its opponents had 
close relations with Western powers. 
For him, fighting the Northern 
Alliance was not a case of getting 
entangled in_ factional fighting 
between different Mujahid groups; it 
was a fight against Western proxies 
and against Western powers that 
besieged and occupied Muslim lands 
and plundered the resources of the 
Muslim World. 

For those who were present in 
Afghanistan during that particular 
stage, it is no hidden secret that 
before the conquest of Kabul, Mullah 
Omar (may Allah have mercy on him) 
had asked Shaykh Osama to shift to 
Qandahar from Jalalabad so as to 
thwart a plan by Massoud to capture 
Shaykh Osama or kill him. Massoud, 
until his demise, was obsessed 
about the idea of capturing or killing 
Shaykh Osama, something that is 
confirmed by the 911 Report. 
Information about close contacts 
and agreements between’ the 
Western World, the US and Ahmad 
Shah Massoud kept pouring in. 
Similarly, there was a stream of 
information about Massoud’s close 
contacts with Uzbekistan, Tajikistan 
and Iran. This is why Shaykh Osama 
and his brothers decided to fight the 
Northern Alliance. When the Islamic 


Emirate organized the forces of the 
emigrants under the Ansar Brigades, 
the brothers from al Qa’eda joined 
this Brigade. Shaykh Abdul Hadi al 
Iraqi (may Allah release him from 
captivity) was the deputy Ameer of 
the Brigade while Shaykh Jumah Bey 
Namangani al Uzbeki (may Allah 
have mercy on him) was its general 


Ameer. 

“SHAYKH ABDULLAH AZZAM’S 
STANCE REGARDING THOSE WHO TAKE 
THE ODISBELIEVERS- SPECIFICALLY 
AMERICANS- AS ALLIES AGAINST 
MUSLIMS: 


Some people consider Ahmad Shah 
Massoud a hero just because Shaykh 
Abdullah Azzam had praised him. The 
truth is that the Shaykh was not privy 
to the treacheries committed by him 
and did not live to see Massoud’s real 
self. The Shaykh (may Allah have 
mercy on him) was known for his 
severe stance against anyone who 
tookthe enemies of Islam- specifically 
the Americans- as allies. He was 
known for his excommunication of 
anyone who cooperated with the 
Americans against Muslims. The 
Shaykh, in his book, ‘Fi Tarbiyyah al 
Jinadiyyah’, mentions the following, 
“We must know the ruling: Anyone 
who enters into an alliance with the 
Americans is a disbeliever. The one 
who befriends the Jews is a Jew; the 
one who befriends the Christians is 
a Christian. 
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“And if any amongst you takes 
them as Auliya (allies, protectors, 
overlords), he is one of them.” 
And He says, “O’ you who believe! 
Take not the Jews and Christians as 
Auliya, they are but Auliya of each 
other. And if any amongst you takes 
them as Auliya, then surely he is one 
of them. Verily, Allah guides not the 
oppressors.” After two verses, Allah 
(swt) says, “O’ you who believe! 
Whoever from among you _ turns 
back from his religion (Islam), Allah 
will bring a people whom He will 
love and they will love Him; Humble 
towards the _ believers,  sterns 
towards the _ disbelievers...” i.e. 
befriending the Jews and Christians 
is an act of disbelief that results in 
the perpetrator leaving the fold of 
Islam.” 

And Shakh Says, “The enemies of 
Islam, therefore, recognize those 
who understand the true meaning 
of La ilaha ilallah and those who do 
not. As for those who understand 
the meaning of La ilaha_ ilallah, 
they are labelled ‘extremists’; while 
those who do not understand the 
meaning of this message are labelled 
‘moderates’. The enemies of Islam 
mince no words. They emphatically 
say: We cannot accept extremist or 
fundamentalist Islam; the only Islam 
we may accept is ‘moderate Islam’. 
We want a flexible American Islam 


thatpicksuparmsatthevery mention 
of communism, but when ‘America’ 


is mentioned, its proponents exclaim 
“And you will find the nearest in love 


to the believers those who say, ‘We 
are Christians’.” 

On loyalty to the believers, the 
Shaykh says, ‘In reality, most of the 
principles of Islam have loyalty to 
the believers as a central pillar. If this 
pillar is weakened or collapses, Islam 
itself collapses. The fundamental 
cause of the loss of Muslim lands and 
the corruption therein weakening of 
this pillar. Loyalty to the disbelievers 
results in the following: The 
Americans come to someone like 
Zahir Shah and tell him: either the 
Afghan women come on the streets 
wearing revealing Western clothing 
or we shall kick you out of power. 
And so he tramples the hijab under 
his feet and tells the Afghan women 
that the age of darkness has ended! 
He orders the Afghan women to 
remove the veil. When the women 
of Qandahar refused to do so- the 
people of Qandahar are known 
for their sternness and their strict 
adherence to Islam- and when the 
people of Qandahar rejected the idea 
of their women wearing revealing 
clothes or even exposing their faces 
in public, he sent an army headed 
by his uncle, Shah Wali. And this 
resulted in the Battle of the Veil that 
was fought between the King’s Army 
and the people of Qandahar. Over a 
thousand Qandaharis were martyred 
in this battle.” 

The Shaykh says about the 
protagonists of American Islam, 
“America told Russia: Enough! Russia 
said: | agree to withdraw, but | have 
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one condition. Find a substitute that 
takes my place when | withdraw. The 
Americans said: Which substitute? 
The Russians told them: American 
Islam, flexible, bendable, adjusts to 
Western needs and American whims. 
The decrees should be ready in the 
pocket. How should the decrees be 
ready? Look, we need to reduce 
the Muslim population. Bring the 
Shaykh on air and let him say, ‘We 
used to practice withdrawal while 
the Quran was being revealed and 
if it had been forbidden, the Quran 
would have forbidden us.’ We need 
socialism, the Shaykh declares that 
socialism is the Religion of God and 
the socialists are our Imams. We 
need nationalism, the Shaykh comes 
on air and reminds the people ‘Love 
of the homeland is part of faith’ and 
so on. And so ready to serve fatwas 
must be there in store. As the youth 
in America term it: fatwa machine. 
Press the button: you get Pepsi. 
Press the button: you get Miranda. 
Press the button: you get a fatwa. 
This is the fatwa machine. And the 
machine must be Western and work 
according to Western needs.” 

About the callers to moderation, the 
Shaykh (may Allah have mercy on 
him) said: “They do not want the 
Ahl as Sunnah wal Jam’ah to come 
to power. They want the ‘moderate’ 
whose religion is as flexible as rubber 
manufactured in the US, who issues 
made-in-America fatwas, a platter 
of ordered-by-the-US fatwas always 
ready by his side. When America 


demands, he says, ‘Peace with 
Israel is permissible, after all Allah 
(swt) says, ‘And if they lean towards 
peace, you too must lean towards it 
and put your trust in Allah’...” 

The Shaykh explained that Israel was 
created due to this disease of owing 
allegiance to the disbelievers: “The 
Jews! How was their state created? By 
owing allegiance to the disbelievers. 
The Americans, the British come and 
tell the Arab rulers: Either you accept 
Jewish rule over Palestine or we shall 
depose you. And so they sign (the 
peace treaties). Yes, they are ready 
to sign on anything the Americans, 
the Russians or the British want.”?® 
May Allah bless Shaykh Azzam! Allah 
(swt) honoured him with martyrdom 
and saved him the torment of 
seeing many of those on whom he 
had showered praise- and was often 
criticized for his exaggerated praise 
that stemmed from his keenness to 
defend the Afghan Jihad- return to 
Kabul under the shadow of Crusader 
flags, riding atop American tanks, in 
the shade of American air cover. 


“THE NORTHERN ALLIANCE: A RECURRING 
PHENOMENON: 


Today this phenomenon is recurring. 
We see people who have a history 
in Jinad and have contributed to the 
Islamic cause selling, unfortunately, 
their religion, their honour, their 
brethren and their lands to the 
disbelievers, and befriending the 
disbelievers as allies against their 
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Muslim brothers. We have seen them 
in Ibn al Algami with the Tatars and 
in Sharif al Hussein and the Family 
of Saud with the British and later the 
Americans. We may see them today 
in the form of the Burhamiyah of Sisi, 
the Rial-fed-Salafiyah of Haftar, the 
Nahda of Ghanoushi... the decrees 
permitting fighting alongside the 
Marines against Muslims...intheform 
of Mufti Qadirov and his gangster 
son and the ‘Shuyukh’ who issue 
decrees supporting them, and the 
list goes on unfortunately. O’ Allah! 
We declare our disassociation from 
them and their vile actions. O’ Allah! 
Grant us steadfastness on the way of 
truth, on the path that pleases you. 
O’ Allah! Make us firm and grant us 
victory over a disbelieving people! 
In spite of this long tale of treachery 
and deception in which the Northern 
Alliance engaged... in spite of 
their unflinching support for the 
disbelievers that resulted in the 
occupation of Muslim lands... there 
are those who try to hide the reality. 
Allah, the Glorious, has ruled against 
them in clear-cut verses: “O’ you 
who believe! Take not the Jews and the 
Christians as Auliya, they are but Auliya of 
each other. And if any amongst you takes 
them as Auliya, then surely he is one of 
them. Verily, Allah guides not the unjust. 
And you see those in whose hearts there 
is a disease (of hypocrisy), they hurry to 
their friendship, saying, ‘We fear lest some 
disaster may befall us.’ Perhaps Allah may 
bring a victory or a decision according to 
His Will. Then they will become regretful for 


what they have been keeping as a secret 
in themselves. And those who believe will 
say, ‘Are these the men (hypocrites) who 
swore their strongest oaths by Allah that 
they were with you? All that they did has 
been in vain (because of their hypocrisy), 
and they have become the losers. O’ you 
who believe! Whoever from among you 
turns back from his religion, Allah will 
bring a people whom He will love and 
they will love Him; humble towards the 
disbelievers, fighting in the Way of Allah, 
and they will never fear the blame of the 
blamers. That is the Grace of Allah which 
He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is 
All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, the 
All-Knower. Verily, your Protector is none 
other than Allah, His Messenger, and the 
believers- those who perform the prayers, 
give alms, and bow down with obedience 
to Allah. And whosoever takes Allah, His 
Messenger, and those who have believed 
as protectors, then the party of Allah will 
be victorious.” 

My dearMuslim and Mujahid brothers! 
The Northern Alliance is the enemy... 
so beware of them! O’ Allah, unite the 
Mujahideen, bring their hearts close 
to one another, bring unity to their 
ranks and make them victorious over 
those who oppose them! And our 
last prayer is that all praise belongs 
to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and 
may peace and blessings be upon 
our master, Muhammad, his family, 
and Companions. ™ 
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A reading of the book 
THE MESSAGE OF 


MUSLIM YOUTH IN LIFE 
by Sheikh Salman Al- Awda 


(may Allah grant him freedom) 


Sheikh Abu Muhammad Al-Masri 


| this beneficial book, Sheikh 
N Salman Al-* Awda -may Allah 
free him from captivity - addresses 
an important age group: the 
youth. He mentions how quickly 
this golden period of life passes, 
without one actually realizing its 
worth. Imam Ahmad- May Allah 
have mercy on him- said: “Youth is 
like something | had in my sleeve 
and fell off.” 
Young people are always in need 
of someone to guide them, remind 
them, and draw their attention to 
the blessings they are endowed 
with: the peak of enthusiasm, 
abundance of energy, the ability 
to accomplish great deeds. At this 
critical stage of life, it is important 
to possess foresight about the 
roadblocks that may make one lose 
his way due to overenthusiasm, 
inexperience, or haste. It is one’s 
best prospect in life; a fortune that 
must be invested in obeying Allah 
and an opportunity that every 
individual shall be held accountable 
for on the Day of Resurrection. 
| cried for my youth, my eyes 
overflowing with tears 
But crying and wailing were of no avail 
My youth is gone, wishing for its return 
is fanciful 
Old age has arrived and there is no 
escape 
In hell, the disbelievers will beg 
their Lord to give them another 
chance to return to the world and 
engage in virtuous deeds: 
“Our Lord! Bring us out: we Shall be 


righteous, and we will not commit 
the evil deeds we used to do.” (Al 
Quran) 

The answer from the Lord of the 
Heavens and the Earth will leave 
them regretting: 

“Did we not grant you a life long 
enough so that you should receive 
admonition? The warner came to 
warn you. So taste the recompense 
of your deeds, and there is no 
helper today for the wrongdoers.” 
When a believer progresses in ages, 
it is a source of mercy from Allah, 
as is mentioned in the Hadith of 
the Prophet (pbuh): “Allah forgives 
some by postponing their death 
until they reach the age of sixty.” 
(Al-Bukhari) 

The Shaykh - May Allah free him 
from captivity - attributed the 
importance of this period of life to 
two. things: 

First: It is a period of activity, 
energy, vitality, and dynamism. 
Second: At this stage of life one is 
exposed to factors that may drive 
him away from good and lure him 
towards evil. 

He then points out that the dangers 
facing young people are varied, 
including: 

First: Doubts. The way to counter 
doubts- with the help and guidance 
of Allah- is sound knowledge, 
referring to scholars and staying in 
their company. 

Second: Desires. The danger of 
this is compounded by the strong 
impulses of youth. The cure for 
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temptations is mentioned in this 
Quranic verse: 

“Say to the believing men that they 
should lower their gaze and guard 
their modesty; that will ensure 
greater purity for them. And Allah 
is well acquainted with all that they 
do”. (Al Quran) 

The haram gaze results in lasting 
sorrow. It iS a poisonous arrow 
that affects the spiritual heart and 
ultimately brings about its death. 
Turning away from the sight of 
haram brings comfort to the heart 
and pacifies the soul. The greatest 
advice one can offer young people 
is to turn away from the things that 
Allah has forbidden, because turning 
a blind eye to the forbidden nips the 
evil in the bud. 


All affairs begin with the forbidden gaze 
And trouble afflicts those who belittle evil 


In the second chapter, the Sheikh- 
May Allah release him from captivity- 
discusses the obstacles facing the 
youth: 

Firstly: Internal obstacles, such as 
being overcome by doubts and 
desires. 

Secondly: External obstacles, which 
include: 

1. Bad company: Sins and vices 
surround a young man, obstructing 
him every step of the way from the 
path of righteousness. Close friends 
may encourage the young man to 
engage in disobedience and divert 
him from the path of submission to 


Allah. It is important for the youth 
to read the biographies of the pious 
predecessors, and learn from them 
how to stand firm in the face of 
these trials, in spite of the strain 
and burden on the soul. Mus’ ab Bin 
Umair- May Allah be pleased with 
him - was known in Mecca for his use 
of the most expensive of perfumes. 
His parents provided him with the 
best of garments, fed him the best 
possible food, and provided him all 
the luxuries that were available at 
the time. When he accepted Islam, 
his mother deprived him from these 
favors, threatened him, but he didn’t 
give in and stayed firm in his resolve. 
He migrated to Abyssinia with the 
Muslims. He patiently endured 
the difficulties of the journey. His 
love for Allah kept him safe from 
feeling homesick. When he reached 
Madinah, he embraced a humble 
life. Instead of the fine clothing of 
his days in Mecca, he wore rough 
garments. He left this world without 
any possessions. It is mentioned in 
the hadith of Khubaib bin al arth - 
May Allah be pleased with him: “We 
immigrated with Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) seeking the pleasure of Allah 
and expecting our reward from Him. 
Some of us died without enjoying 
anything of the pleasures of the 
world. Among them was Mus ‘ab Bin 
“Umair (May Allah be pleased with 
him), who was killed in the battle of 
‘Uhud, his only possession a small 
colored sheet of wool. When we 
tried to cover his head with it, his 


feet were left exposed, and when 
we covered his feet with it, his head 
remained uncovered. So the Prophet 
(pbuh) told us to cover his head and 
to put some fragrant grass over his 
feet.” (Al-Bukhari) 

2. Tribulations: This is the law of 
Allah regarding believers: “Do men 
think that they will be left alone on 
saying, “We believe and that they will 
not be tested?” (Al Quran). Patience 
in the face of tribulations is a sign 
of true faith. Tribulations may come 
in the form of forbidden desires, 
temptations, illegal wealth, the lure 
of gaining a position of authority, 
or an evil friend who tempts one to 
engage inthe haram. The believer is 
tested in every step of the way. And 
this is why Allah consistently reminds 
us: “Will you have patience?” (Al 
Quran). 

In the third chapter, the Shaykh 
discusses the virtue of piety and 
righteousness during one’s youth, in 
spite of the temptations and desires 
that surround one at this stage of life. 
He mentions how Allah, Glory to Him, 
loves to see this characteristic 
in his servants. It is mentioned > 
in the hadith: “Allah is 
impressed with a young man 
who doesn’t entertain unlawful 
desires” (Ahmad). The Shaykh 
urges the Muslim community to 
encourage the youth 


to embrace a 
lifestyle of righteousness 


and assist them in this path. Allah 
says: “Help one another in right- 
eousness and piety.” (Al Quran) 

In the fourth chapter, the Shaykh 
discusses the attitudes of young 
people towards forbidden things that 
confrontthem inlifeandtheobstacles 
that surround them. Dealing with 
these challenges demands great 
wisdom and patience. Those who 
seek to guide the youth must treat 
them kindly and call them to the truth 
with compassion and love. A sincere 
advice will bear fruit, even if it takes 
time. It is like a forgotten seed that 
remains buried in the ground until it 
is watered by rain and it blossoms 
eventually into a fruit-bearing plant. 
The Holy Quran offers us examples of 
positive, constructive engagement, 
even if it is a one-man effort. Allah 
the Glorious says: “Then there came 
running, from the farthest part of the 
city, a man, saying, ‘O my people! 
Obey the apostles: Obey those who 
ask no reward of you, and who have 
themselves received guidance.’ (Al 
Quran). The result of this sincere 


advice is mentioned in the following verse: “It was said to him: ‘Enter the 
Garden.’ He said: “Would that my people knew.” (Al Quran) 

Allah (swt) also mentions: “And there came a man, running, from the furthest 
end of the city. He said: ‘O Moses! The chiefs are taking counsel together to 
slay you: So escape, for | do give you sincere advice.” (Al Quran) 

It is remarkable that the solo effort of this sincere man was not just the cause 
of the survival of the Prophet Moses, but equally of Bani Israel’s deliverance 
from the oppression they had endured at the hands of the Pharaohs. 

To conclude, we pray to Allah to guide the Muslim youth to what He prefers 
for them and that He makes them a source of goodness for this Ummah. 
May Allah guide the Ummah in its entirety to the path of virtue and piety. 
And our last prayer is that may Allah’s blessings and peace be upon our 
Prophet Muhammad, his family and those who follow him in good faith until 
the Day of Judgment. @ 
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(may Allah be pleased with him) SAID. 
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And We wanted to confer favor upon those who were 
oppressed in the land and make them leaders and make them 
inheritors. And establish them in the land and show Pharaoh 
and [his master] Haman and their soldiers through them that 
which they had feared. 


SHEIKH AYMAN AL ZAWAHIRI 


| the Name of Allah, all praise 
N belongs to Allah, and may 
peace and blessings be upon the 
Messenger of Allah, his family, 
Companions, and those who are 
loyal to him. 

On Wednesday, the 8th of Rajab, 
news channels and social media 
accounts circulated a video clip 
of a sister in an Indian University, 
who, with her words and deeds, 
embodied the spirit of Jihad, as 
She challenged 
a mob of Hindu 
polytheists with 
defiant slogans 
of takbeer, with 
immense __ pride 
in her identity, 
and her hijab. 
May Allah reward 
her greatly on 
behalf of Islam 
and Muslims for 
upholding the honour of our sisters. 
May Allah reward her greatly for 
the positive spirit that she has 
reawakened in the Ummah, a spirit 
of empathy, mutual understanding, 
and unity for the sake of upholding 
the Shariah and following the 
rulings of the Religion. May Allah 
reward her for defending these 
principles with her hijab and her 
attachment to her Religion, and 
for offering practical proof of the 


superiority of the Islamic Ummah- 
in its creed, norms, and Shariah- 
over the creed of the polytheists 
and the moral degeneration of 
Western atheists. 
So may Allah immensely reward 
our noble sister! She has unveiled 
the reality and unmasked the 
nature of the conflict between the 
chaste and pure Muslim Ummah 
and the degenerate and depraved 
polytheist and atheist enemies 
that it confronts. 
May Allah reward our sister with the 
highest of rewards for reviving the 
spirit of honour and pride in one’s 
wi-1 faith, and_ for 
‘ taking a stance 
the greatness of 
which words fail 
to describe, the 
beauty of which 
oratory cannot 
depict. 
May Allah reward 
her for fulfilling 
with her actions 
the §command 
of the Glorious Lord, ‘And do not 
give up, nor grieve, for you shall 
be victorious, if indeed you are 
believers’ and for embodying the 
true spirit of this verse, ‘Honour 
belongs to Allah, His Messenger 
and to the believers, but the 
hypocrites know not.’ 
May Allah reward her greatly 
for imparting a practical lesson 
to Muslim sisters plagued by an 
inferiority complex vis-a-vis the 
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decadent Western World. She has 
Shown them how a Muslim woman 
Should be ... proud of her Religion, 
firm in her adherence to the Shariah. 
May Allah reward her for exposing 
the reality of Hindu India and the 
deception of its pagan democracy. 
May Allah equally reward the 
torchbearers of the free media 
who uncovered this incident and 
circulated this video. | call upon them 
to lay bare the injustice that is taking 
place, confront this oppression and 
Spread the facts concerning the 
situation on the ground. 

This then is my message to our 
Muslim Ummah in the Subcontinent: 
We must shake off the delusions that 


confound us... we must stop being 
deceived by the mirage of the pagan 
Hindu democracy of India, which, to 
begin with, was never more than a 
tool to oppress Muslims. 

We must realize that in the real world 
there is no such thing as ‘human 
rights’ or ‘respect of the Constitution’ 
Of lai Ol 


other such 
nonsensical "My Muslim Ummah in the Indian 
lll § Subcontinent! Our battle today is 
CSE 3 battle of awareness... a battle of 
exactly the : ee ; 
eee § discerning illusion from reality... 


of deception 
which the West 
has employed 


We must understand that the way 
out is by holding on to our Shariah, 
uniting as a single Ummah, from 


against us, the true nature of which 
was exposed by France, Holland, and 
Switzerland when they banned the 
Hijab while allowing public nudity. 
The enemies of Islam are one and 
the same... those fighting the 
Hijab of Muslims in Egypt and the 
Maghreb are the same opportunist 
thugs... writers, 
journalists, even 
hired turbans... 
who vilify the 
Hijab and assail 
the Islamic 
Shariah... It is a 
war on Islam, its 
core doctrines, 
its laws, ethics, 


China to the Islamic Maghreb, and 
from the Caucasus to Somalia... a 
united Ummah waging a concerted 
war across several fronts." 


and etiquettes. 

My Muslim Ummah in the Indian 
Subcontinent! Our battle today is 
a battle of awareness... a battle of 
discerning illusion from reality... We 
must understand that the way out is 
by holding on to our Shariah, uniting 
as a single Ummah, from China to 
the Islamic Maghreb, and from the 
Caucasus to Somalia... a united 
Ummah waging a concerted war 
across several fronts. 

We must gather around the 
sincere scholars and fight our war 
ideologically... intellectually... using 
the media... and with weapons on 
the battlefield against the enemies 
of Islam. And the first step in this 


direction is raising awareness and revealing the 
facts. 

My Muslim Ummah! We must rely on Allah alone 
and actively cooperate with one another. We must 
realize that the governments imposed on us, 
specifically in Pakistan and Bangladesh, do not 
defend us; rather, they defend the very enemies 
that have empowered them to fight against us. 
My Muslim Ummah in the Subcontinent and 
elsewhere! | wish to keep this discussion concise, 
for the stance that we have all witnessed is greater, 
more eloquent and more powerful than anything 
words can offer. 

| was greatly touched by these honest cries of 
takbeer by our Mujahid sister. Her takbeers inspired 


me to write a few lines of poetry, in spite of the fact that | am not a poet. 
| hope that our honourable sister accepts this gift of words from me, in 
spite of its inadequacy in comparison with her brave feat. 


| shall not surrender, gallantly declared the Hijab 
Learn from me faith, so chanted the Hijab 
!am the honour of Islam, in spite of every vilifier 
!am a daughter of my Islam, the pride of Muslims 
!am the pinnacle of morality in a world drowned in the filth of immorality 
!am the call to the Unity of God against polytheists 
lam the spirit of faith, the death knell of the atheists 
!am a teacher, a beacon of light for those who seek 
| am the cry of the oppressed against the oppressors 
| am the steadfastness of a believing woman in the face of aggressors 
| am the rebellion of the occupied against the occupiers 
! am the uprising of the downtrodden and the oppressed 
| am the call to liberation for the enslaved 
| am the freedom of the subjugated from outrageous humiliation 
| am the battle-axe that destroys idols, the sword that rectifies deviants 
!am the axe of Abraham, of those who hold on to the path 
! am the daughter of those who prostrate before their Lord 
| raised the slogan of takbeer in India 
In Jerusalem, in Kashmir, believers responded with their takbeers 
And thus idols tumbled over those who bow down to them 
And the stones crashed on the heads of their worshippers 
Seeing that |!am unbendable, the idols fell apart 
Labbayk! O’ sister, for we are not sitting back either 
Be steadfast, for Allah is the best of Helpers! 
And Allah is the True Supporter when support is rare 
The march continues with the steadfastness of the believers 
And victory is near, so chant Allahu Akbar for the victors! 


| leave you in the protection and mercy of Allah. Do not forget me in 
your sincere prayers. And our last prayer is that all praise belongs to 
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon our 
master, Muhammad, his family, and Companions. 

Wassalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu! @ 
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The Somali Sovernmentdid not 
respond to repeated requests for 
comment about these issues or its 
army's preparedness. 

With little Protection, many 
residents lived in fear of al-Sha- 
bab. That allowed the militants to 
mobilize their fighters in Villages 

around the for several days 
before the attack, Abctulte said 


No residents alerted the peace. 
Keepers. 
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F decades, under the command of America, the system of disbelief has been 
O i waging a war on the Muslims of Somalia. In the hope of gaining control 
over Somalia, a treacherous government and an army of criminals were imposed 
on Somalia. Without any fear of Allah or of humiliation on the day of judgment, 
this government and army have sold their lives and their hereafter for appeasing 
the Crusaders. They have sold Somalia, much like a piece of cake, to neighbouring 
Crusading nations. This African-Crusader coalition, financed by American and 
European money, is commonly referred to as AMISOM. 

By the grace of Allah, the brave Muslims of Somalia had the courage to stand up and 
confront the vanguard of evil. Inthe 90s, the same sincere mujahideen forced America 
to hurriedly evacuate from Somalia. The 
world today knows these resilient fighters as 
‘Al-Shabab-al-Mujahideen’. By staying on the \j 
path of ‘Dawah and Jihad’ they have today 
destroyed the dreams of the Infidels. Today 
the Al-Shabab movement has emerged more 
powerful than ever. With their sacrifices and y ; \ i 
steadfastness, they have lit a spark of hope i a ba . 
for the Muslim Ummah. By the permission of 
Allah, our oppressed Muslim Ummah will soon hear glad tidings from the region 
commonly known as ‘the Horn of Africa’. 


By the Grace of Allah, the 
victory of the Mujahideen 
is SO imminent now that 
a newspaper considered 
to be one of the worst 
enemies of Islam_ in 
the US couldn’t resist 
publishing the facts 
about the progress made 


by the Mujahideen in 
Somalia. Though laced 
with the usual slander 


against the Mujahideen, 
‘The Washington Post’ 
was compelled to publish 


an article by Sudarsan 
Raghavan as a cover story 
on its front page. 

The following article is a 
brief review of this report 
on Somalia published 
in recent edition of the 
newspaper in July. Given 
the fact that author of 
the report is not a fan 
of Mujahideen, the 
act of publishing facts 
about the Mujahideen is 
extraordinary to say the 
least. But Allah Almighty 


explainsthereason behind 
this demeanor. We should 
stop and deeply reflect on 
the saying of our Lord: 
‘Rather. We dash the truth 
upon falsehood, and it 
destroys it, and thereupon 
it departs. And for you 
is destruction from that 
which you describe.’ 

The article begins with 
a description of an al 
Shabab raid on a camp in 
El Baraf that belonged to 
the Burundi Armed forces: 
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“In the predawn hours, the militants of 
al-Shabab attacked the peacekeepers’ 
base from every direction with lethal 
precision. Suicide bombers detonated 
three cars filled with explosives. Islamist 
fighters then pounded the facility with 
heavy gunfire and_ rocket-propelled 
grenades, killing several dozen African 
Union peacekeepers from Burundi. 
Footage posted on social media showed 
bodies in military uniforms scattered 
around the base.” 

The extent of fear instilled in the enemy 
can be assessed by the _ following 
statement. 

“..making it the deadliest strike on the 
U.S.-backed peacekeeping mission here 
in six years. |ts success underscored 
the resurgence of al-Shabab and the 
challenges that African and American 


troops will face in containing the group.” 
The estimates of the casualties 


mentioned in the article are surprising: 
The May 2 assault claimed more than 50 
Perhaps, Mr. Raghavan for the sake of 


‘transparent journalism’ mentioned 
the casualties as ‘more than 50 lives’. 
In reality, the enemy lost over 200 
personnel in this raid. 

It is noteworthy that the attack was 
carried out on May the 2nd which 
coincides with the martyrdom 
anniversary of Sheikh Osama bin Laden. 
May Allah reward the Mujahideen all 
over the world for avenging the blood of 
our beloved Sheikh. 

The writer of the article tries to deceive 
the reader and attempts to give the 
impression that people living under al 
Shabab rule are living a life of fear and 
suffering. 

“With little protection, many residents 
lived in fear of al-Shabab.” 

Likewise, the term ‘Tactics of fear’ is 
used by him, accusing the Mujahideen 
employ such tactics, even though several 
facts mentioned by the author himself 
contradict these claims. 

For example: How could a massive 
attack like the one mentioned in the 
article be kept a secret? As mentioned 


by Mr. Raghavan himself ‘hundreds of 
militants’ took part in the offensive and 
three martyrdom seeking vehicles were 
also used. Hiding this preparation should 
not have been an easy task. It must have 
taken days of intense arrangements, 
military mobilization and social activities. 
Mr. Raghavan himself acknowledges this 
fact: 

“That allowed the militants to mobilize 
their fighters in villages around the base 


for several days before the attack”. 
Incredibly enough, as per the author, 


“No _ residents of the villages alerted the 
authorities”, 

As mentioned in the article: 

“The Burundians were caught unaware,” 
said Sadeq Mokhtar Abdulle, a Somali 
Parliament member representing the 
village of El Baraf, where the base was 
located. 

“They were killed in cold blood. And the 
others fled.” 

And, 

“No residents alerted the peacekeepers.” 
It is obvious that preparations for the 
attack would not have been a secret for 
the local population. Yet no local Somali 
Muslim reported it to the infidels. This 
ends the debate about the true allegiances 
of the Muslims of Somalia. And it would be 
astonishing not to see the Somalis stand 
in support of the Mujahideen. After all, 
they are their own children, their blood 
and their families. Whereas the so-called 
‘peacekeepers’ mentioned inthe article are 
oppressive Christian Crusading occupiers, 


whose agenda of capturing and seizing the 
land of Somalia from local Muslims is not a 
hidden agenda. 

“In El Baraf, the Burundian peacekeepers 
never made_ real connections with 
residents.” 

| beg your pardon...! But what were these 
crusaders doing there? 

“Aside from occasional patrols, local 
officials said, the soldiers mostly stayed 
inside the sprawling base surrounded_by 
sand-filled barriers.” 

In order to stay safe, perhaps it was better 
to stay behind sand-filled barriers! It is 
not hard to understand the feelings of the 
local Muslims, watching foreign armies 
like Ugandan and Burundi forces marching 
in their lands and patrolling in tanks and 
armored personnel carriers. What else 
were they expecting...? 


And what the Infidels had dreaded 
eventually transpired. They should have 
always expected it to come. 
“Al-Shabab had planted roadside bombs 
along routes into the village.” 

One can imagine their hopelessness: 
“They were so_ isolated that food and 
supplies were flown in from Mogadishu.” 


70 


When the supplies ended, helicopters were 
flown in to help the besieged occupiers. 
The plight of these friends of the devil is 
stunning. 

“If you do not care about us as Muslims... 
for the sake of Humanity, just give us some 
pieces of bread!!!” 

This cry of a whimpering Afghan national 
soldier, trapped in a post in central 
Afghanistan still echoes in our ears. In the 
aftermath of the attack on the Burundi 
forces, the response of thelocal community 
must be taken into consideration. 
“Scores of villagers, whom _ the 
peacekeepers ostensibly were there to 
help protect, ran onto the base and looted 
gasoline, food and other items, as seen in 
the images on social media.” 

They expressed their hatred for the 
oppressors quite frankly: 

“..videos and photos that villagers or the 
militants posted afterward on social media. 
Footage posted on social media showed 
bodies in military uniforms scattered 
around the base.” 
Another report from 
“International 
Crisis Group” 
mentioned in 
the article describes al- 
Shabab’s strength in the 
following headline: 
“Al-Shabab’s lethal 
insurgency continues 
with no end in sight,” 
Mujahideen’s 
operations are no longer titted to 


Somalia. They have become a big threat to 
American forces and neighboring infidels 
in the entire region. Mujahideen have 
carried out multiple operations in Kenya, 
Rwanda and Ethiopia and these attacks 


still persist. 

The Infidels are terrified by the 
Mujahideen’s force. The following 
statements explains their fear: 


“The group consistently stays a step ahead 
of local and regional military operations. 


Combined with dysfunction and division 
among their adversaries, the militants’ 
agility has allowed them to embed 
themselves in Somali society. lt also makes 
them _ hard to defeat.” 

Just like any other righteous movement, 
the al-Shabab mujahideen too went 
through a period of hardship and trials. 
“Little more than a decade ago, al-Shabab 
was on the defensive on the verge of being 
pushed out of Mogadishu, with many of its 
leaders already dead from U.S. airstrikes.” 


The Mujahideen of Somalia were fortunate enough to be blessed with sensible At same time, it has | 
leaders who transformed their strategy and tactics to suit local conditions. Mr. clinics and _polic partments in areas Se amed Hal 
Raghavan adds: ) omali Cham| 


d turned to 


According to the strategy, Mujahideen retreated from metropolitan areas and limited | 
themselves to towns and villages. They reassembled themselves and started low =- — is 
profile operations. Within no time their policy produced remarkable results. In the Yi Ne HEN 
words of Mr.Raghavan: Lila ia tice _syster 
1e militants now co In a desperate attempt to avoid the 
nearly the size of Texas. > Wg writing on the wall in Somalia, the 
Let us not forget that the area of the state of Texas is 696241 KM2. In other words, | ZN i : \ BUILDING Infidels have resorted to the same old 
it equals all of France and is 5 times the territory of the UK. 7 | i Wen HOSPITALS tactics. They recently propped up a 
Let us get back to the article... ~~ ae FOR PUBLIC government led by apparently religious 
Nhile the fragile gover ules Mogadishu and provincial capitals, al-Shabak 3 — leaders. So how unfortunate are these 
ts 5,000 to 7,000 fis ers uch of the cou ide.” traitors, fighting against the soldiers of 
After liberating territory from the occupation, the Mujahideen implement the where its judges resolve land and far Allah, while at the same time claiming 


Shariah. They pay special attention to humanitarian needs of the public and to relief disputes.” allegiance to Islam. 
projects. Indeed, it is the Shariah of Allah that he annout nt_of the 


Mr. Raghavan gives the Mujahideen credit for this: secures worldly benefits and rewards in 
.whil ovid Ith. ed onal z U il services in. an effor nd ( the hereafter. Whether it is the problems 
the govern and build | , of common people or the elites, the 


As the saying goes, “Truth is that which even the enemy is forced to admit”. solution lies in the Shariah revealed by eviously 
Amidst the intense fighting and raging battles, the Mujahideen have not forgotten our Lord. Poverned tl 
offering whatever services they possibly can to their people. A top Somali government official admits 


MUJAHIDEEN AT 
THESERVICEOF 
THEIR UMMAH = 


In this context, a statement made 
by lieutenant colonel Ahmad Noor, 
Somalia’s special force’s top commander 
is very surprising. How can a person 
claim to be a Muslim when he makes 
the popularity of the mujahideen in statements like these? 

areas under their control: With the Americans backi 


les 


Apart from attacks on American, 
Burundian, Ethiopian, Kenyan and other 
Infidel forces, the Mujahideen are at war 
with the so-called Somali Government 
and the unfaithful Somali armed forces. 
The state of these traitors is so hopeless 
that they can’t travel to their own homes 
in Mogadishu. 


Finding no way to survive, these traitors 
thought of a ridiculous idea. Not able 
to mobilize in the capital freely, they 
captured Mogadishu’s prominent hotels 
and converted them to secret hide outs, 
fortifying them with huge concrete walls 
around them. 

Interesting information about this poor 
lawmaker is also leaked by the article. 


Thus, it is now obvious that these so-called 
hotels are not public places but military 


forts. The devil consoles them that they wos 


will be safe by staying in these hotels. But 
may Allah reward the martyrdom seeking 
brothers of Somalia, who keep striking 
them in these high-security military forts. 
Recently, the attack on al-Hayat hotel in 


Mogadishu was part of this series of lethal = jy” 
attacks. Dozens of toddies of the Infidels [| 


were killed. According to the western 


media, the chief of Intelligence and many at 


other political and military officials were 
among the dead and injured. 

And as for the accusations made by 
Western media about the mujahideen that 
their targeting of innocent Muslims... the 
article itself clears away these accusations. 


Thus, there is no threat to the lives of 
ordinary people. However according to 
Mr. Raghavan, close to W ars 
and other f sners are living in danger. 
Alhamdulillah, by the help of Allah, these 
Operations and offensives have caused 
frustration and desperation in the hearts 
of Allah’s enemies. Their hopelessness is 
unmistakably echoing in their statements: 
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THUS, IT IS NOW OBVIOUS 
THAT THESE SO-CALLED 
HOTELS ARE NOT PUBLIC 
PLACES BUT MILITARY FORTS. 
THE DEVIL CONSOLES THEM 
THAT THEY WILL BE SAFE BY 
STAYING IN THESE HOTELS. 
BUT MAY ALLAH REWARD THE 
MARTYRDOM SEEKING 
BROTHERS OF SOMALIA, WHO 
KEEP STRIKING THEM IN 
THESE HIGH-SECURITY 
MILITARY FORTS. 
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Draining the enemy’s “will to fight” is 
an indication that the enemy’s defeat is 
inevitable. | remember Doctor Abu Khalid 
(may Allah have mercy on him), while giving 
lessons about strategic warfare, used to 
emphasize the importance of breaking 
the enemies ‘will to fight’ by carrying out 
continuous attacks until they give up the 
cause. This is the same strategy used by 
the mujahideen in Afghanistan and is being 
used now by the Mujahideen of Somalia. 
All praise is due to Allah. 

Perhaps it was about this stage in the life 
of a movement that our beloved Prophet 
#8 said: 

“From now on, we will attack them, they 
will no longer attack us, we will go towards 
them.” 

The friction between the leaders and 
accusations against each other will soon 
prove to be the final straw that leads 
to their defeat. This sentiment echoes 
throughout the article: 

“The Somali army sent no reinforcements, 
Fiona Lortan, a senior African Union official 
in Mogadishu said.” 

This same criminal woman says: 

“Despite over a decade of training, we still 
haven’t reached a point where we have 
sufficient Somali forces to be able to take 
control,” Lortan said. The mission “Can 
only succeed if the government is a viable 


partner. . .. This has been the missing link.” 
On the other hand, the mujahideen are 


getting stronger by the grace and help of 
Allah. 


“We don’t have control on the ground. You 


et 


can’t fight_a war from the air,” she said. 
“This is one of the things that makes al- 


Shabab so deadly. It makes it very difficult 
for us and the Somali forces.” 

“Don’t ever underestimate the 
sophistication of al-Shabab,” she added. 
The African union is disappointed about 
the fighting. 

“The African Union mission is separately 
winding down. Its funding is running out; 


a departure date has been set for 2024.” 
Calls for negotiations can also be heard. 


“But with the insurgency stretching into its 
15th year, many analysts are convinced that 


the militants cannot be defeated militarily. 
The International Crisis Group urged in its 


report that Somalia’s leaders engage in 
political talks to end the conflict.” 

We pray to our Lord to keep the mujahideen 
strong and steadfast on the path of 
Sharia. And may Allah show us in Somalia 
the scenes that we witnessed earlier in 
Afghanistan. Ameen! 

Mr. Raghavan ended the article on a 
dramatic note. We would like to end this 
brief review with a quote from his article: 
“Two months after the attack on the base 
African Union helicopters are still traveling 
back and forth to El Baraf to recover the 
remains of the peacekeepers. Before the 
militants left, they planted explosives on 
some corpses. 

“Not all have been recovered,” Lorton said. 
“Possibly some may never be recovered. 
They have been blown up into bits and 


As the Quran reminds us: Do not grieve 


76 


over the disbelieving people! 


And our last prayer is that may Allah’s a 
blessings and peace be upon our Prophet. 


Muhammad, his family and those who 
follow him in good faith until the 
Judgment. @ 
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AS FOR THE FOAM, 


IT VANISHES, 


[BEING] CAST OFF: 
BUT AS FOR THAT 


WHICH BENEFITS THE PEOPLE, 


1T REMA 


ON THE EARTH. 


